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ADVERTISEMENT

SAVING Faith is of inexpressible importance, and of
indispensable necessity. Without it, a sinner can have no
vital union with the Saviour, no spiritual communion with
him in his righteousness and fulness, no real conformity
to him, as “the first-born among many brethren,” and no
enjoyment of him, as the head of spiritual influences to
his mystical body. It is by faith that a man is justified. By
means of faith, he is sanctified, and his heart is purified. It
is by the frequent exercise of trusting in the Lord Jesus,
that the believer derives from his fulness, renewed supplies
of sanctifying and consoling grace; to enable him to
perform all his duties in a spiritual manner, and to serve
the Lord his God “with joyfulness, and with gladness of
heart.”

Defective and confused views of the nature of true faith,
expose the believer to distress of mind, to the entanglements
of a legal spirit, and to much languor in his exercise of graces,
and performance of duties. They tend in a great degree, to
retard his progress in true holiness, and to check his ardour
in spiritual exercise. They expose him even to the danger of
confounding faith, with other graces of the Spirit, and of
not distinguishing between the assurance which is in the
nature of faith, and the assurance of sense. It is his interest,
therefore, as well as his duty, to attain as early as possible, to
distinct and enlarged views, especially of the ground and the
nature of genuine faith.
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The main design of the following treatise, is, to convey
instruction and direction to the devout reader, respecting
this fundamental, and most important doctrine.

Though to some readers, there may appear too extended
an explication of some particulars, and too frequent an
iteration almost of the same sentiments, and modes of
expression; yet the author cannot but hope, that to others,
these will serve to render his meaning, the more obvious
and determinate.

That this feeble attempt to promote the faith, holiness,
and joy of believers, may, by the blessing of Christ, be made
subservient to the glory of God, and to the cause of vital
godliness, is the author’s unfeigned desire.

LEITH,
January 1824.
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RECOMMENDATION

HAVING been favoured with the perusal of the following
treatise in MS. written by the Rev. Dr Colquhoun, of Leith,
we have all freedom in our minds to declare our hearty
approbation of it. The subject of the work, being the
precious faith of God’s elect, is of great importance. The
division of it into its parts is accurate and comprehensive.
The particulars under each chapter are well chosen and
arranged. The illustration of them is Scriptural and
judicious. The objections to the peculiarities of evangelical
truth concerning faith, are satisfactorily answered. The
improvement of each branch of the subject, is practical and
spiritual. And the whole is well calculated to promote the
Divine glory, to illustrate evangelical truth, to build up
believers in their most holy faith, and to excite sinners to
pray for that faith without which it is impossible to please
God. Having this opinion of the treatise, we earnestly
recommend it to the attention of Christians of every
denomination.

JOHN BROWN, Whitburn.
ARCHIBALD MASON, Wishaw-Town.
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SAVING FAITH

INTRODUCTION

IN the style of sacred Scripture, to believe includes various
things. It signifies, to own the existence of a person or thing;1

to believe that one’s testimony is true;2 to commit an affair
of great importance to the custody and care of one;3 to give
firm credit to the doctrine of salvation by Jesus Christ;4 and,
to trust cordially in Him for eternal salvation.5 This last
signification of the phrase, implies partly all the former.

Saving faith is, at the moment of regeneration,
implanted by the Holy Spirit, in the soul of an elect sinner;
and it is a joint exercise, both of the understanding, and
also of the will. It is evident that, it must be an act of the
understanding, for we cannot believe in Christ, except we
know the truth as it is in him and that, it be also an act of
the will, for we cannot cordially believe in him, without
embracing him and his righteousness, and consenting to
be saved by him, in a way of sovereign grace. As unbelief is
radically in the understanding, and principally in the will,
inasmuch as it receives its greatest power, chiefly from the
enmity of the will to God in Christ; so, faith is seated radically
in the understanding illuminated, and chiefly in the will

1 James ii. 19.
2 John iv. 21.
3 Rom. iii. 2.

4 Mark i. 15.
5 2 Tim. i. 12.
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renewed, by the Holy Spirit. To trust in the Lord Jesus, is
an act chiefly of the will. True faith, accordingly, is a spiritual
assent of the understanding, to the truth concerning Christ,
and a humble confidence in him, with the will.6 It does not
reside merely in the understanding; for, it has a powerful
influence on all the other faculties of the soul.

The connection between the sovereign grace of God
revealed in the gospel, and saving faith, is so very intimate,
that false apprehensions of the nature of believing in Christ,
tend, in the highest degree, to dishonour God, as the God of
all grace. The promise of a free salvation to lost sinners,
through Jesus Christ, “is of faith that it might be by grace.”7

Wrong notions, then, of the ground, nature, and exercise of
faith, are accompanied invariably, by erroneous conceptions
of the promises, and of the grace of God. All true believers,
are taught and enabled to receive the blessings of salvation,
as fruits of his distinguishing love, and as gifts of his
immensely free grace. But, if faith be understood to consist
in something different, from a cordial reception of Jesus
Christ and his salvation, as freely offered in the gospel; and
if this faith, at the same time, be viewed as the instrument of
a sinner’s justification and salvation; then, the grace of God,
as reigning through the righteousness of Jesus Christ unto
eternal life, is obscured and dishonoured. Every wrong
apprehension of the ground, and nature of saving faith,
produces a false and dishonourable notion of the sovereign
grace of God; and so, it tends to degrade, and obscure, those
most illustrious displays of the glory of his infinitely rich grace,
which he hath made in his glorious gospel.

6 Rom. x. 10.
7 Rom. iv. 16.
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