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Foreword

This book is the second production of the Bible Exposition Fellowship
as it seeks to bring before a wider audience a serious approach to an
understanding of the Word of God through the ministry of His late
servant, Charles David Alexander of Liverpool. The first was entitled
Revelation Spiritually Understood. Originally published in pamphlet
form in 25 parts, it has been of tremendous blessing to many of God’s
saints. It is a powerful attack on the twin errors of Dispensationalism
and Post-millennialism, and is a compulsive and compelling defence of
the Amillennial position. However it is more than a theological treatise,
though it is very much that. In language reminiscent of the 19th century,
it is a warm setting forth of the glories of Christ and His Church in her
march through history to the consummation.

However, of equal if not greater importance and value to C D
Alexander’s written work, was his preaching ministry. This volume seeks
to bring together a number of sermons preached on the subject of the
‘Incarnation’. While they do not comprise a series in the accepted sense
of the word since they were preached at different times and in different
places, they nevertheless deal with this glorious and much neglected truth.
In seeking to avoid the excesses of the world in its festive celebrations,
the Church has tended to avoid the glories of the incarnation. That is an
error to which C D Alexander was never prone, and there remain many
of God’s saints who well remember looking forward to Advent and
Christmas simply because of the glorious ministry which would be ours.
It is that ministry which we now seek to bring to a wider audience, or
rather not the ministry, but the glorious subject of the ministry.

As has been stated, this volume contains a number of sermons. This
was not a written text and hence readers will find that their style is
sermonic. Some editing has been necessary but this has been kept to an
absolute minimum and has been undertaken simply to enhance the flow
of the text.

Grateful acknowledgment must be made to Mr Lawrence Lowery
for all his hard work in turning these recordings into text form. Many
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thanks is also due to Mr Harry Roberts for his sterling work and for all
his time and effort spent in editing the text, and to our publisher, Mr
Michael Kimmitt of K&M Books, Trelawnyd.

Readers may also be interested to read the remainder of C D
Alexander’s writings as they were originally written. They are to be
found on www.allbygrace.com. Many very grateful thanks is due to our
dear brother, Jim Gunn, of Hueytown, Alabama, for hosting these
writings on the web and for his ongoing efforts in seeking to bring the
sermon ministry of God’s servant to a wider audience via the internet.

Our prayer is that this volume, together with the wider ministry,
will be as great a blessing to its readers as the sermons were to their
original audience.

John C Lowery
Editor
Holywell
October 2007

On behalf of the Bible Exposition Fellowship
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Sermon One
Isaiah’s Prophecy

Isaiah 9:6: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

That colossal word “incarnation” means that The Word was made flesh,
that God became man. We all know the story, which is specially
remembered at Christmas time, of the wondrous tidings and of the deep
mystery; how it all came about: this birth of the Christ-Child to the
lowly Virgin Mary in the cattle shed, because there was no room for
them in the inn.

One of the most wonderful things about the incarnation is the fact
that it was prophesied in so many different ways over so long a period
of time preceding, and was one of the proofs of the inspiration of God’s
Holy Word. In fact, one of the most formidable of all truths is that this
unique person was expected to come into the world, and indeed did
come at the time appointed. Of no one in history can this be said, other
than of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

It has been pointed out again and again that there is no great religious
leader or founder of a religion, whether good, bad or indifferent, known to
history, who was expected before His birth. As for One who was expected
from the very origin of the human race, this is a marvel indeed in that it
was prophesied in the words of the Lord God Almighty, the Eternal Father
Himself, right at the dawn of our history, that one should come who was
the seed of woman, who would overcome the serpent and his kingdom, and
by that means He would overcome sin, darkness, death, and the grave.

We are told that He would come of the seed of Abraham, and this is
carefully narrowed down. Abraham had two sons: one by the bondmaid,
the other by the free woman; it was to be Isaac and not Ishmael who
would continue the line. From amongst the twelve sons of Jacob, it was
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through Judah that Shiloh should come. Shiloh was the man of peace
heralding the kingdom of peace; that is peace between God and man,
peace through the blood of the cross.

The prophet Daniel told us, in the chronology of earthly time, the
exact number of years which would elapse from a certain date in the
reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, to Messiah, the Prince of Peace. So it
turned out at the appointed time, five centuries later, that the Son of
God appeared, was born, was crucified. The remarkable circumstances
of His birth were told many centuries beforehand, seven or eight
centuries before Christ came.

The great prophet Isaiah, faced by a very desperate situation in the
history of the kingdom of Judah, confronted the evil king Ahaz who
was ruling at the time. Ahaz had a son named Hezekiah who was to
become one of the most righteous kings that ever reigned over Israel.
Ahaz was a wicked man who had been besieged, being invaded by a
confederacy between the king of Israel whose name was Pekah, the son
of Remaliah, and Rezin the king of Syria. They had led their armies and
done untold damage to Ahaz the king at Jerusalem. The king of Judea
was in terror as to what was to take place and how he would be delivered.
Isaiah came to him and said that God was prepared to give him a sign
that enemies would be destroyed, but Ahaz refused the sign because he
was an unbelieving man. He made an excuse to escape from his dilemma
for he did not believe in God.

Therefore what sign could God give him, since he had no reliance
upon the God of Israel? So a sign was given to him, or rather to the
house of Jacob, that all the house of David from that day onwards
might know about and might wait for this great event. We read of it in
Isaiah 7:13-16: Isaiah said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small
thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore
the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Butter and honey
shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.
For before the child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good,
the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.

The land that thou abhorrest was the land of Israel and Judah, which
at the time had two kings; one of them was Pekah, son of Remaliah,
who reigned in Samaria, and the other was Ahaz himself, who reigned
in Jerusalem. The land that thou abhorrest (that is the whole of Palestine)
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shall be forsaken of both her kings. That is, there should be no king in
Israel, either in Samaria or in Jerusalem; nor was there for five hundred
years and more from the time that Jerusalem was destroyed by King
Nebuchadnezzar.

It would be six hundred years before Christ was born at Bethlehem,
born to be King, and indeed He became King, but not in the way that
these people supposed. Until He came there was no king, either in
Samaria or in Jerusalem, except a usurper, a false king who was not
even an Israelite; for Herod did not come of the line of David. He had no
right to the throne and, moreover, he was an Edomite, a descendant of
Esau and not of Jacob.

After the destruction of Jerusalem, no king reigned in Israel for six
hundred years (i.e. none of the house of David). The throne was empty as
far as the Israelites were concerned, and the last heir to it was the son of
Mary. Isaiah said (7:14): A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel. Now Mary did not call His name Immanuel;
she called Him Jesus, the name given by the angel. How then was the
prophecy fulfilled? Although Mary named her son “Jesus (Saviour)”, He
was known by many names; and of these Immanuel (God with us) was
highly significant because He was and is the Son of God.

So the prophecy was fulfilled, and at about the same time that Isaiah
was uttering the prophecy concerning the birth of Immanuel, the Lord
gave him this prophecy as well: For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Now you will notice the peculiar
way in which the prophecy is presented to us: “Unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given”; “unto us” occurs twice, and the ancient fathers
of the church believed, and we think believed rightly, that “unto us a
child is born” refers to His earthly birth, that is his human nature;
“unto us a son is given” refers to His heavenly nature and heavenly
origin. “Unto us a child is born”; that is, He is man, true man. “Unto
us a son is given”; that is, He is God, true God, God become man, God
and man in one person, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Now these marvellous prophecies, wonderful prophecies which have
been so gloriously fulfilled and which we try to understand to this day,
with all their length and breadth and depth and height, proclaim mystery
beyond mystery regarding the wondrous being who has come into the
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world as God and man to redeem us. We find the apostle Paul writes in
a certain place that we are dealing with that which is unsearchable; he
speaks of “the unsearchable riches of Christ”. That there should be
such prophecies as these, fulfilled to the letter and yet couched at the
time in such language that only the fulfilment of them has given us the
key to the understanding of them, is truly remarkable. Yet sufficient
was plain even in the ancient days to rouse the expectation of faithful,
believing people, that this Great One was to appear. But to us it is
explained in the New Testament revelation which was given to us, and
was not given to them in ancient times, to compare the fulfilment with
the prophecy, and see how marvellously it all worked out. These people
could not see in detail, but ours is the great privilege of seeing, in the
fullest possible detail, the working out of this wonderful, divine mystery.
What an assurance to faith!

That is one of the first lessons that we should learn, especially those
of us who have doubts about our Christian faith. Many express doubts
in the following terms: “I feel I don’t have sufficient faith in the Christian
message; that is, I do not possess that saving faith! I believe that the
message is true, but I question whether I have a really deep, saving
faith!” Such people are sadly unable to join the hymnist in singing,
“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine: O what a foretaste of glory divine!”

Well this may be a means of helping such doubters to the full
assurance of faith; by considering what God has done and to what
lengths He has gone in order to convince them that sin, darkness, death
and the grave are overcome. What about your sin, your darkness, your
death, and your grave in relation to the coming of this Great Person?
We should have no doubt whatever about the fundamental facts of the
Christian revelation. In view of this, here is something which cannot
be said of anyone who ever came into the world, other than of our
Saviour Jesus Christ: that the whole of history waited upon Him; that
He was expected, not for just a few months or a few years, but for
centuries, for millennia. For thousands of years He was expected, and
generations of good men and women arose, died, passed away and handed
on the torch to those who came after them.

The Old Testament was completed five hundred years before the
Saviour actually appeared, and believers fed upon it, and looked forward
expectantly to the event, like Abraham their father, of whom it is said
by the Saviour Himself (John 8:56), “Your father Abraham rejoiced to
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