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Foreword

CHARLES DAVID ALEXANDER was born in Liverpool on January 1
1904, of Scottish parentage.  He grew up in the city and was saved by
God’s grace on 7th March 1921 at the age of 17, although he often
related in his later life how that he did not know but that he had
possibly been converted at his mother’s knee.

He began a journalistic career and quickly demonstrated that talent
for the written word, which was to distinguish his later pastoral career.
He rose eventually to become the Editor of the Bootle Times, and the
Birkenhead News, both provincial newspapers.  It was not as a
journalist, however, that the Lord had destined that Charles Alexander
should serve him.

In his late teens he began to preach in the ‘open-air’ in the city
centre.  His diaries record how that each evening several, and
sometimes many, would be saved.  Whether these ‘decisions’ were
genuine or spurious, we cannot tell, but this experience awakened in
Charles Alexander’s heart the desire to serve God in the ministry.

His initial longing was to work on the mission field, and it was to
China that his heart was drawn.  He approached the then China Inland
Mission and progressed in his application as far as the medical.   It
was at this stage that the Lord made plain that this was not for Charles.
Inexplicably, for the first and only time in his life, he fainted and failed
the medical.  Distraught at the thought of this avenue of service being
closed, he returned to his journalistic career, while becoming a
prominent local preacher.

Always an early riser, 5 a.m. being the norm, he threw himself into
his studies of the Word, and slowly God began a mighty work in His
servant’s heart.  He was turned from the prevailing Arminianism of
the day, and found himself imbibing the glorious doctrines of grace,
then largely unheard of.

The Lord had plans for His servant.  He married his dear wife,
Marjorie, in 1928 and they had four children.  He took on the honorary
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pastorate of Fabius Chapel in the city centre in 1938 and served
faithfully during the war years, before moving to Dundee in 1949.

In 1954 he returned to his home city to take up the pastorate of
Norris Green Mission Church.  This obscure little work, later to be
known as Norris Green Independent Baptist Church, had been founded
in the centre of a sprawling council estate by a number of unemployed
men during the depression years.  It had only known one pastor, Rev
William Hudson, a fire and brimstone preacher of Arminian persuasion.
It was in this unlikely place that the Lord would have his servant labour,
and there he continued until his retirement due to failing health in 1977.

The 1950’s were still days of powerful preaching and full churches.
Mr. Alexander and his dear friend and colleague in the ministry, if not
in his theological position, the Rev. Albert Chillington were sometimes
referred to as Aaron and Moses, such was their standing.  Although
Charles Alexander’s pastorate may, in the world’s eyes, have been an
obscure one, yet many benefited from his powerful and, in many ways,
unique ministry.  He often quoted the Lord’s words from John chapter
5 verse 39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me,” as being the watchword of
his ministry.  It was as though the Lord had given him a particular
insight into the connectivity of Scripture, and how Christ is spoken of
throughout, and it was this insight, which was to bring him an
international audience.

In 1966 his dear wife was called home, being buried in Inverness
on the ‘Hill of the Fairies.’  Following his wife’s death a new ministry
opened and several times in the early 1970’s he visited North America
for extended preaching tours lasting several months, sometimes
preaching three times a day.  His ministry was appreciated as much in
the obscure churches of the Carolinas as in the theological colleges,
while his copious and entertaining correspondence home was much
enjoyed by the fellowship in Liverpool.

The Lord had meanwhile further plans for His servant, plans that
would wed his journalistic prowess with the theological acumen, which
had become his hallmark.  He wrote and preached extensively on the
contemporary scene of the 1950’s and early 1960’s, particularly in his
work with the National Union of Protestants and gained a national
reputation.  In 1965 an opportunity arose for a written ministry, which
would in time bring him the international reputation already
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mentioned, and which, far more importantly, would bring tremendous
blessing to countless of the Lord’s people throughout the world.  A
friend and colleague of Charles Alexander, John Wesley Walker of Kent,
founded the Bible Exposition Fellowship in association with Charles.
Its appointed goal was a more serious approach to the exposition and
understanding of the Word of God.  Rapidly this became a vehicle
whereby the ministry of Charles Alexander was circulated
internationally.  It was and remains ‘committed entirely to the
doctrines of the Reformation of the 16th century and the upholding of
the historic creeds of the Christian Church.’  It believed and still holds
that ‘the evangelical doctrines restated at the Reformation should be
reinforced by a thorough exposition of the Doctrine of God as expressed
in those historic creeds.’

Charles Alexander began a series of expositions, which were
published in ‘Broadsheet’ and pamphlet format and despatched, free of
charge, all over the world.  There were series on ‘The Gospel of John –
Spiritually Understood’, ‘The Problem of Evil’, as well as defences of
the heroes of the faith known as ‘Heroes and Hawks’, and many
publications on the subject of Israel and its position in the purposes of
God, as well as many other publications.  He commenced a commentary
on the ‘Song of Solomon’ but this did not get past chapter 2 of the book
before failing health brought this ministry to a conclusion.

He was called home in 1991, after hospitalisation, and his mortal
remains were laid beside those of his wife in Inverness, though, as he
often remarked when taking the funerals of believers, for him ‘the
trumpet sounded on the other side.’

Perhaps his greatest contribution was the work, which has been
published here, ‘Revelation Spiritually Understood’.  Originally
published in pamphlet form in 25 parts it has been of tremendous
blessing to many of God’s saints.  It is a powerful attack on the twin
errors of Dispensationalism and Post-millennialism, and is a
compulsive and compelling defence of the Amillennialist position.
However it is more than a theological treatise, though it is very much
that.  In language reminiscent of the 19th century, it is a warm setting
forth of the glories of Christ and His Church in her march through
history to the consummation.

Demand has been constant that this work should be published, but
conventional publishers have been unwilling to pursue the project.  It
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has, therefore, fallen to the Bible Exposition Fellowship to embark on
its publication.

The work has been edited to remove unnecessary repetition caused
by its original pamphlet format.  Also some of the more dated references
to events then contemporary have been removed or reworked slightly,
as have some of the digressions, often sometimes so wonderful in the
original, but which are not germane to the central thrust of the
argument.

Thanks are due to Ray Nash for helping with the editing and for
getting some impetus into the publishing process. Also thanks are due
to our publisher, Mr Michael Kimmitt of K&M Books, Trelawnyd, for
his faith in the project.

It has taken a great deal of time and effort to finally produce this
work.  It has been our constant intention to produce a volume, which
will honour the memory and work of God’s dear servant, and which
will be intelligible to modern understanding.  It is our earnest prayer
that we have faithfully discharged that duty, and if the reader finds
that we have erred in our efforts, we can only humbly apologise.

John C Lowery
Editor
Dee Villa
Holway Road
Holywell
October 2000

On behalf of the Bible Exposition Fellowship
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Introduction

THE Book of Revelation is prophecy—upon that, all are agreed. And
prophecy shows that all is settled and sure in God’s purposes. History
is divine, and proceeds according to a plan designed by consummate
wisdom. All therefore in human history is settled and sure; the end is
in the beginning and the last event is as sure as the originating cause.
The place of human initiative, the rise of human or satanic pride, power
and boasting against God and His people, all find place in the over-
ruling sovereignty of God. The Book of Job has assured us that behind
the afflictions of God’s people is the envy and hate of the Evil One.
The same book also assures us that Satan can do nothing without the
divine permission; his liberty to do evil is harnessed to the secret
purpose of God to confound him by the faith and patience of the sorely
tried Church of God. The overall purpose is the vindication of the divine
righteousness, the glory of the Eternal Son of God, and the everlasting
joy and felicity of the redeemed Church.

That is a great word in the Book of Revelation—“They overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony and
they loved not their lives unto the death” (Revelation 12:11). That is
the testimony of the true Church in all ages. Not by physical or political
power, policy or art, but solely by their faith in Christ and the preaching
of the Word of God, victory lies with the people of God.

This is what all history is about, and this is what the last inspired
word of God to be uttered—the Book of Revelation—is about. Behind
all the power of this world as it raises itself up against the Lord’s
people, is the power of that Old Serpent, the devil and Satan, no matter
what earthly form that opposition may take. “We war not against flesh
and blood but against (unseen) principalities and powers, against the
(invisible) rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high (heavenly or) spiritual places”, and ‘The weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strongholds’ (Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

Without the word of prophecy all human history, especially the history
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of the Church, is dark and confused, and often terrifying. There is no
clue to the meaning of the seemingly aimless and endless tangle of events.
What is it all about? To what does it lead? What is the end and purpose
of it all? No-one can answer these questions except through the sure
word of prophecy, which is as a light shining in a dark place (2 Peter
1:19). And the Book of Revelation is prophecy; it’s chapters graphically
describe in advance the progressive march of events to a grand and
eternally glorious conclusion. Trouble and anguish, struggle and conflict,
lead unerringly to the goal which is the unity of God with redeemed
man, in an eternal marriage state of joy and felicity realised in Christ,
the Incarnate Deity, the God-Man, who has redeemed His Church by
His own blood, and through death has destroyed death for ever.

In prophecy God scans the future because He has fixed it. If in fact
God has determined the future, it must be because of a settled and
all-glorious purpose, so that however baffling the events which make
up the chapters of history, the end is sure. If at present we see as
through a glass darkly when trying to reduce to order the facts of
history, this is only because we are not yet able to see all things in one
perfect and complete perspective.

But prophecy gives us eyes to see the glorious works of God in
operation from beginning to end. As we listen to the words of Him
who IS the beginning of the works of God, and who is also the ending
of those great operations, the One in whom all began and all must
terminate, we begin to see unfolding to us in new and glorious colours,
the redemptive plan of God in all history, and the supreme part reserved
therein for Him for whom creation was made, who is Himself the glory
of creation, the Secret of God the Father, the sacrificial Lamb whose
blood sanctifies all, our Emmanuel, God With Us.

He stands now and ever in the midst of His people proclaiming, I
am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the
Last”( Revelation 22:l3).

We could not know this except by prophecy, and it is precisely for
this reason that the Book of Revelation was given to us—given direct
by the Living Lord, the Head of the Church, the Risen Lord and
Saviour, who received it from the Eternal Father in whose bosom He
always lay and who eternally inherits from the Father as of eternal
filial right as the Only Begotten, all that the Father is—His glory, power,
dominion, name and Nature.
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God has never left mankind without prophetic light to guide him.
When man left the presence of God because of his shameful
disobedience and fall, he went forth from Eden illuminated by that
prophetic word which assured him that one would arise, of the seed of
the woman, who would reverse the verdict of Eden, and would remove
the curse by enduring it Himself. “It shall bruise thy head, O Serpent,
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

When all the world relapsed into darkness and ignorance,
unceasingly the prophetic word was being verified in the history of
Abraham, the family of Isaac and Jacob, the mission of Moses, the
establishment of the Old Testament covenant (preparatory to the New),
the establishment of the kingdom in David (that most prophetic of all
the prophets), in the long succession of the prophets from Samuel till
John the Baptist who actually pointed to the promised Seed of the
Woman, and said, “Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world”.

Then was it fully revealed that the Seed was none other than God
Incarnate, taking human nature in the womb of the Virgin, and in the
weakness of human flesh bearing all sin and shame on the Cross. Of
this great moment the Incarnate Son of God and Man was fully
cognisant as He prayed in the hearing of the Eleven in the Upper Room,
“Father, the hour is come” (John 17:1). That hour was the hour for
which all things were made, for the mystery of the Incarnation, without
which there could have been no atonement, is the reason why God
created heaven and earth, angels and men.

This is the clue without which the historian wanders in vain
amongst his confusion of facts and events trying to make history give
some reason for itself and show what, if anything, it is working out.
Only the prophetic word can answer his question or solve his problem.
The meaning of history lies in the manger at Bethlehem, and is
consummated in the Crucifixion three and thirty years later, and in
the resurrection on the third day, and the ascension to eternal glory
and omnipotent reign on the 40th day thereafter.

What then? Nigh 2,000 years have passed, and darkness and
suffering, pain and loss, trial, death, cruelty, vileness, sin and shame
are perpetuated. The Church founded by the Crucified and Risen Lord,
has not conquered the world. She struggles on against error and
counterfeit. She is like the prey in the jaws of the lion. What does her
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history mean? What shall be the course and the end of it? The Book of
Revelation is the answer. We have here again the sure word of prophecy,
whereto we do well to take heed as to a light shining in a dark place.
There is no meaning to the course of the Church’s history during the
last 2,000 years unless we find it in the Book of Revelation.

But do we in fact find it there? Is it not well known that many in
these late times have with great boldness told us that the Book has
naught to do with the history of the Church during 2,000 years past?
Our evangelical shelves are indeed weighed down under the burden
of countless books written with the intention of proving this Book has
no relevance to the Church and her suffering. Many famous and
respected names are found on their covers. Is this then the only age in
which God left His people without that light which shines in a dark
place? Is this Age of the Church—the most glorious of the ages since
the foundations of the world were laid—this age of the perpetuated
sufferings of Christ in His Body the Church; is this the one age left
without a chart, without the guiding light of prophecy, without a clear
word which will show to the Church how her Lord is guiding her
unerringly through the hostile ages till she reaches at last her
consummation in Him? We shall see. And in the seeing may God grant
unto us new vistas of the glory of Christ, fresh cause for rejoicing in
Him, and a new note in our response to the gracious word of comfort
coming direct from our Lord, “Behold, I come quickly. Amen, even so
come, Lord Jesus”.
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Chapter One
First Principles: For whom written?

THE problem of the interpretation of the Book of the Revelation is
one which has vexed scholars from earliest times, even prompting some
of the greatest names, notably Martin Luther, to admit total defeat.
Nevertheless there have been three, or rather four, main lines of
interpretation applied in the course of time to the prophetic word given
to John on the never-to-be-forgotten morning which broke over the
troubled soul of the aged apostle long ago on the isle of Patmos.

1. The Preterist
This theory which naturally had a peculiar appeal to the people of

God in the early centuries of the Church’s history, holds that the events
of the Book are descriptive of the sufferings of the Church in the days
of the Roman Caesars and most of the great prophecy was
consummated in the downfalls of the Roman Empire and the
subsequent establishment of the Christian Church, as the one enduring
feature on the page of history.

2. The Historical
Akin to the Preterist, but in the light of after events extended to

embrace the whole of the Church’s history, so that the numbers in
Revelation may be actually related to a long succession of historic
events which have affected the Church in century after century, leading
up to the end of the world.

3. The Futurist
This is the most popular theory found amongst evangelical people

today, and has been dignified with such authority that in some regions
a man who does not hold with it is regarded if not as a heretic, at least
as a disturber of the peace. The Futurist theory is in its nature historic
(like the foregoing) with the important difference that Futurism holds
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that the Book deals almost entirely with history which has not yet
begun, which may be reckoned as being about due to begin in our time,
and when it does begin it will have no relevance to the Church at all;
by that time the Church will have ceased to exist on the earth, having
been removed to the eternal world, this lower earth having been given
over to terrible and horrifying judgments chiefly affecting the Jewish
people who once again move into the centre of the prophetic picture
after a lapse of 2,000 years. It is of interest to note that variations of
the Futurist theory have largely been responsible for the founding of
the prophetic ‘cults’ which have sprung up in the Western World, such
as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventism, Christadelphianism
and numerous smaller bodies. In a lesser degree, Mormonism takes
its rise from a very much modified form of Futurism.

4. The Spiritual Interpretation
This theory holds to the view that the Book is for the people of God

in all ages, that the ‘history’ in the Book is subordinate to the
overruling consideration that the Book can never be confined in any
of its parts to the exclusive use of any age or people, but its message is
to all who read, who hear the words of the prophecy, and who keep
the sayings written in the Book, for the time is always at hand
(Revelation 3).

It may be said for the Preterists (of whom there is only a slender
survival in modern times) that at least they had the advantage of
believing that all the Book was for them in the earliest ages of the
Church. Though they read into contemporary history more from the
Book of Revelation than could be found there, at least they perceived
where their consolation lay, and they are to be excused for supposing
that their age was to usher in the golden age of Millennial triumph
seeing that almost everyone else today is saying the same about THIS
age in which we now live.

The Historicist has certainly laid the whole Church under debt for his
vast and competent researches into the history of the Church, telling us
much that is true. If the great historicists of the last century (indefatigable
labourers like Dr. Harry Grattan Guinness), have largely failed in their
attempt to interpret Revelation, it is because they have allowed the
fascination of historic events to obscure the real object of the Book.
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