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Note on the spelling of names

Throughout the book the publisher has normally retained
Hugh Hughes’ spelling of names, though this will be found
to differ from the accepted spelling today. Hughes refers to
Howel Harris as Howell Harris, Daniel Rowland as Daniel
Rowlands, and George Whitefield as George Whitfield.



Preface to new edition
  

THE contribution of Howel Harris to the spiritual life of Wales, and
his influence upon generations of Welsh people, still has not been
fully assessed. The great awakening of the 18th century is surely

one of the most exciting periods in the annals of the Christian church in
England and Wales, and Howel Harris, with Daniel Rowland, were two of
its pioneer preachers, who laid the foundations of the Calvinistic Methodist
movement in Wales. Whereas Daniel Rowland ministered mainly in one
place, at Llangeitho, Howel Harris, who was never ordained, itinerated all
over Wales as a lay ‘exhorter’ from his home in Trevecca. During his varied
activities he established the controversial Christian community at Trevecca.
He formed a militia from this community, and joined the British army
because of the fear of a French invasion. He co-operated with the Countess
of Huntingdon in establishing a college to train students for the Christian
ministry and set up societies all over the principality. His life was not without
controversy however, and a rift developed between him and Daniel
Rowland, which had an adverse effect upon the revival for some years; but
Harris, without a doubt, was a man greatly used by God in the furtherance
of the gospel during the 18th century revival in Wales. He died in 1773
and, according to the Countess of Huntingdon, his funeral was attended by
20,000 people, revealing surely a nation’s esteem of this great man.

As yet, little of any comprehensive value has been written upon the life
of Howel Harris. Apart from books which have been long out of print, e.g.
J Thickens. ‘Howel Harris in London’ (Welsh); and R. Bennett, ‘Early
Life of Howel Harris;’ E. Morgan, ‘Life and Times of Howel Harris,’ and
various articles in both English and Welsh, in historical journals, a definitive
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appraisal of his life and work is still long overdue. However, in the
meantime, we are indebted to Tentmaker Publications for reprinting this
biography by the Rev. H. J. Hughes.

The author of this volume, Rev. Hugh Joshua Hughes, was born in
Swansea in 1846, and lived a long and busy life, dying at the age of 91 in
1937. He was ordained in 1872, and then held pastorates within the
Calvinistic denomination in Pembrokeshire, Laugharne, Caernarvon and
finally at Dowlais. He appears to have been one of the denomination’s
early historians, and was deeply interested in Howel Harris. Apart from
this volume, he published also a volume of sermons and a brief memoir on
Rev. David Howell of Trinity Chapel, Swansea. The biography of Howel
Harris was published by Rev. H. J. Hughes in 1892, and therefore it is with
gratitude that this book has been made available once more to the serious
reading public.

R. B. HIGHAM.
Llansamlet, Swansea,

October, 1996
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Original Preface

THE history of Mr. Howell Harris is invested with a peculiar charm.
He possessed qualities that entitle him to rank with the most heroic
and saintly Reformers. The present work was taken in hand with

the object of exhibiting those qualities more fully than has hitherto been
done; and it is now sent forth with a prayer that it may in some measure
accomplish the one purpose that overshadowed every other in the penning
of every line.

HUGH J. HUGHES.
Cefncoed, Merthyr Tydvil,

 June, 1892.
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Chapter 1
  

INTRODUCTION
—— ——

ONE of the proverbs of the Principality of which the subject of our
history was a native runs to the effect that all nations have their
brave men. The character of the renown these brave men acquire

will depend upon the nature of the sphere in which their labours are exerted;
and frequently, if not always, derives its tone as much from the exigencies
of the time in which their lot has been cast as from the individual
temperament of the men themselves.

Since the fall of their last brave Prince, Llewelyn, the military genius of
the Cymry has found no national expression for itself, and indeed no
expression at all except so far as the fighting portion of the Principality
have given vent to their ardour under the banners of their conquerors, the
English. Nor has the country for an almost equally long period been
possessed of separate political organisations. Ecclesiastically, however, the
case has been different. About a century and a half from the time we write,
the heart of the nation was roused to such a pitch of religious fervour that
from then till now the Welsh have been known, so far as they are known at
all, as a people of extreme religious enthusiasm. The brave men of Wales
have been, therefore, for the most part, men of religion; and to the extent
their names and labours have become identified with the aspirations of
their people, aspirations which they themselves were the means of
awakening, their courage has been displayed in the ranks of religious
activity.
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Foremost amongst the men of this class, and towering head and shoulders
above all who went before or have come after, stands the name of Howell
Harris.  To him the movement alluded to owes its origin, and from the time
he first appeared upon the stage with his fire and indomitable zeal, the
awakening of the nation takes its date. He stands, therefore, pre-eminent
amongst the benefactors of his country, and the very sound of his name has
become amongst the people of his own nation the synonym for all that is
brave and unconquerable, and of the nature of true heroism. It would not
be an exaggeration to say that children have been spell-bound by the
narratives of his gigantic deeds, that old men have lingered with fondness
upon the memory of his fame, and that young pressed forward by the score
to swell the ranks of the gospel ministry, excited to ambition and emulation,
and supported amidst the difficulties of their calling, by the charms of his
matchless renown.

Howell Harris, in fact, has been looked upon by the Welsh people as
the special creation of the Almighty, he has been regarded as a comet flashed
out suddenly into the darkness of a midnight sky; he is the Luther of Wales,
the Elijah of the Principality, sent forth to level the fortifications of darkness,
and himself as an army of chariots and horsemen to mow down the devotees
of sin. None of his successors have been worthy to compare with him; and,
as for his predecessors, the popular imagination is so filled with Harris’s
own dimensions that none of them are seen. Religious activity in Wales
begins with him, and on the other side of him in the past the religious
history of the nation sinks precipitately down into a dead monotonous plain.
The late lamented Dr. Thomas Rees, after labouring himself under the same
erroneous views for many years,* has done much to dispel this
misapprehension, and in his popular work, “The History of Protestant
Nonconformity in Wales,” has marshalled before us, irrespective of the
worthies of the Episcopal fold, a grand array of earnest and successful men
who flourished before the time of Harris. Yet even Dr. Rees has failed to
discover the reformer that can obscure the popularity of the subject of our
remarks, and in spite of a trifling partiality for the sect to which he himself
belonged,—a fault, by the way, to which all are liable,—has been

* “History of Protestant Nonconformity in Wales,” 2nd Ed. p.279.

2 HOWELL HARRIS



constrained to leave the primacy in undisputed possession with the founder
of Welsh Calvinistic Methodism, by the admission that he was “the most
successful preacher that ever ascended a platform or a pulpit in Wales,”
and by the further admission, italicised by the Doctor himself, that “he
was an extraordinary instrument raised by Providence, at an extraordinary
time, to accomplish an extraordinary work.”

3INTRODUCTION


