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PREFACE

THE Revs. Daniel Rowlands, R. Roberts, Christmas Evans, John
  Elias, W. Williams, Henry Rees, John Jones, have been selected for this

volume, because they are generally recognized as prominent among the
great Preachers of  Wales. When these names were selected, it was also the
intention of  the writer to bring out another series, containing the names
of  Howel Harris, Ebenezer Morris, David Davies, John Evans (New Inn),
Michael Roberts (Pwllheli), Thomas Richards (Abergwaen), Ebenezer
Richards, William Roberts (Amlwch), Thomas Aubrey, Rowland Hughes,
&c.

The writer is much indebted to the following books and authors:
“Methodistiaeth Cymru,” by Rev. John Hughes, Liverpool; “Biographies of
Rowlands,” by Mr. Morris Davies, Bangor, and Rev. John Owen,
Thrussington; “Life and Times of  Howel Harris,” and the “Ministerial Records”
of  the Rev. E. Morgan, Syston; “Biographies of  Christmas Evans,” by Rev. W.
Morgan, D. Rhys Stephen, and D. M. Evans; “Biographies of  John Elias,” by
J. Roberts and J. Jones, and E. Morgan, Syston; “Reminiscences of  John Elias,”
by Rev. R. Parry; “Biography of  W. Williams,” Wern, by Dr. William Rees;
“Biography of  John Jones,” Talsarn, by Dr. O. Thomas, Liverpool; and to oth-
ers, referred to in the following pages.

I beg also to tender my warmest thanks to the many friends, especially
ministers of the Gospel, who supplied me with facts and incidents in the
lives of  several of  the preachers of  this volume; and to the Rev. Edward
Parry, M.A., of  this town, and the Rev. D. Lloyd Jones, M.A., son of  the
great preacher from Talsarn, for the trouble they took in helping me to
correct for the press.

It is my pleasant duty, also, to express the appreciation I have of  the
kindness of  those gentlemen who subscribed their names for the book.

THE WRITER.
Clifton Terrace,

Newtown, Mont.,
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WELSH PREACHING



“But as of  sincerity, but as of  God, in the sight of  God speak we in
Christ.”

ST. PAUL.

“Iesu’r text, a Iesu’r bregeth,
Iesu’r ddeddf, a Iesu’r ffydd.”

(“Christ the text, and Christ the sermon,
Christ the law, and Christ the faith.”)

W. WILLIAMS, Pantycelyn.

“When men are offering us a Christianity without a living Spirit, and
a personal religion without conversion, no emphasis or reiteration can be
extreme.”

HENRY DRUMMOND, F.R.S.E.

“From the rise of  Methodism at the latter end of  the last century,
Wales has been supplied with a succession of  preachers of  rare
qualifications for the work given them to do. . . . . I think I cannot be
mistaken in saying that the great Welsh preachers whom I was constantly
hearing in my boyhood were unrivalled masters of  sacred eloquence. I
have listened to most of  the popular preachers that have adorned the
English and Scotch pulpits within the last thirty years, and, while cordially
acknowledging the eminent merits of  some of  them, I must still say
that none of  them have appeared to me even to approach the men I
refer to, in their power to move and thrill and subdue a mixed popular
audience.
. . . . They had in an eminent degree that first requisite of  all great
oratorical success, especially in the pulpit—intense earnestness. . . . .
Many of  them were men of  stately and commanding personal presence,
and were endowed with voices of  great compass and melody, which, by
constant use, they had learnt so to rule as to express, with the nicest
modulation, all the varying moods of  an orator’s mind.”

HENRY RICHARD, ESQ, M.P.



WELSH PREACHING

The origin of  the modern Welsh Pulpit to be found in the Revivals of  the
seventeenth century—Conditions favourable for the development of  great
Preachers—The Orator and the Preacher; the Preachers of  Wales eminently
endowed with the gifts of  the Spirit—Their Prayerfulness; effects of  Prayer
upon Preaching; instance of  this effect at Llanidloes—Resulting in Depth
of  Conviction—The Welsh Hwyl—The Welsh Fire—Imagination and
Dramatic Power; Rev. Daniel Jones, Llanllechid, at Bala; Rev. Richard Jones,
Wern, at Machynlleth—The Welsh Intonation; its Origin—Reality of  the
Facts mentioned, and the true explanation of  them—This preaching of  Wales
done under the vault of  Heaven or in simple and unadorned buildings—
The Language.

IT is a fact of  great interest that the revival of  Religion, which arose in
  the last century, broke out simultaneously in England, Wales, Scotland,

and America. It commenced in Wales in the year 1735 with the conversion
of  Howel Harris and Daniel Rowlands, which took place, as far as we can
gather, in the same year. It had commenced in Llangeitho even a little before
Rowlands heard Griffith Jones in the church of  Llanddewi-brefi; for several
were under conviction of  sin before Rowlands himself  was fully roused to
his work.1 The Oxford Society of  Methodists had commenced a little before
1735; but it was in that year that George Whitefield joined it; in the following
he was ordained; and he commenced preaching with great effect. In the
year 1735, the revival broke out with great force in the Church of
Northampton, New England, where Jonathan Edwards ministered. And in
England, Wales, and America it had an independent origin. Harris knew
nothing of  Rowlands, Rowlands nothing of  Harris; nor did either know
anything of  the Reformers in England; far less did Jonathan Edwards in
America. Soon after, a similar revival broke out in Scotland—in Cambuslang,
Kilsyth, and other places. A revival wave seems to have passed over these
countries simultaneously.

1 See “Daniel Rowlands,” Chap. I.
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What was it? The dawn of  new truth upon the land; the descent of  the
Spirit of  God upon the people; a new force and sound coming from heaven
as of  a rushing mighty wind, with the sovereign operation of  the self-same
Spirit of  God. The effect on the day of  Pentecost was to start the Church
of  Christ with a strong irresistible impulse through the world; and if  not to
create apostles, to endow them with power from on high for the work they
had to do. It is ever the same. The Almighty influence felt in Wales last
century was similar in origin and effects. It started a new church; it renewed
the old ones; it developed new feelings in the human breast; it created a
new band of  apostles, endowed as of  old with power from on high; it gave
rise to new poets, such as William Williams, Pant-y-celyn; and it filled the
land with a new music and a new power of  voice.

The influence of  the dicasteries in exercising and stimulating the intellect
and oratory of  Athens was great. A certain power of  speech became
necessary not only for politicians, but for private citizens in order to vindicate
their rights. Teachers of  grammar and rhetoric multiplied, rhetors and
sophists arose; and in a short period, some of  the greatest men that ever
adorned any land appeared. So also did the religious revival that started in
Wales in the year 1735 bring out a new field for the Welsh mind. The
preachers of  this volume, together with a great number of  others, were the
product of  this moral revolution.

Nor is it any wonder that the preaching of  the small Principality of
Wales should attain a high degree of  excellence; and that its sacred oratory
should be of  a high order. For its preachers, though labouring under
disadvantages, had all the absolutely necessary means of  acquiring it. The
culture of  the present day cannot be said to be absolutely necessary to
produce orators; some have even attributed the decay of  preaching to the
culture of  the time. Pericles and Demosthenes did not obtain it in Greece.
And why should not orators of  a high class arise in Wales, if  the necessary
conditions prevail in an eminent degree? Those conditions did prevail. The
Spirit of  God descended with power upon the people; those upon whom
first it fell, travelled the length and breadth of  the land in order to arouse
the inhabitants from the sleep of  death. Small societies were established in
different parts of  the country. New exhorters and preachers arose. A system
of  itineracy sprang up, which, in the course of  years, was developed on a
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