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PREFACE

T

HEODORE PARKER, having read Wayland’s “Life of Dr. Judson,”
wrote thus in his journal: “What a man! What a character! Had
the whole missionary work resulted in nothing more than the building
up of such a man, it would be worth all it has cost.”
If such a man could use such language, may not the friends of
missions say that the missionary work in Persia would be worth all it
has cost, if it had simply furnished to the world such a specimen of
true Christian womanhood as is seen in the life and character of
FIDELIA FISKE?
In these days, when so many are earnestly discussing the question
of “woman’s rights” and “woman’s sphere,” it may be well to turn
attention to the example of one, of whom Rev. Dr. Anderson says,
“In the structure and working of her whole nature, she seemed to
me the nearest approach I ever saw, in man or woman, to my ideal of
our blessed Saviour, as he appeared on the earth.”
Those contributions to biographical literature, which have been
made by foreign missions, during the last half century, are invaluable.
They constitute a part of the priceless heritage of the church. They
illustrate and augment the power of Christianity in the world, and in
many ways help forward the great missionary enterprise.
Soon after the death of Miss Fiske, a strong desire was felt by those
who knew her best that some record of her life might be given to the
public. I was urged to undertake the work, but could not consent to do
so, until, after long delay, it seemed to be providentially laid upon me
as a duty. I regret exceedingly that it was not committed to some one
who could have given to it immediate and continuous attention. My
task has been a humble but laborious one;—that of an editor rather
than of an author. I have aimed, as far as possible, to let Miss Fiske tell
the story of her own life. From the superabundant materials, I have
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endeavoured to select such as would give a just and truthful impression
of one whose piety was so suggestive of “The Cross and the Crown,”
and so illustrative of that Faith that works by Love.
If any of the friends, who have so kindly furnished letters and
other materials for this volume, are disappointed at the omission of
so much that is valuable, they will readily discover the reason for the
omission in the present size of the volume.
In the preparation of these pages, it has been pleasant and profitable
to hold intimate communion with so choice a spirit; and in the perusal
of them I trust others may find a like pleasure and profit.
If this imperfect record of Miss Fiske’s life and labours shall serve
to kindle in other hearts the flame of Christian love that burned so
brightly and steadily in her own, and shall help advance the cause of
missions, to which she so cheerfully gave herself for Jesus’ sake, my
highest wish in regard to it will be realized.
NEWBURYPORT, December, 1868.
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CHAPTER I
ANCESTORS

T

O be either proud or ashamed of our lineage is a sign of
weakness and folly. To be grateful for a worthy ancestry is both
reasonable and Christian. To recognize a close connection between the
piety of parents and the piety of children, and of children’s children,
is what none will refuse to do who believe in the reality and perpetuity
of the covenant which God of old established between himself and his
chosen people and their seed after them in their generations.
FIDELIA FISKE1 was a child of the covenant. She could look back
through many generations along an unbroken line of godly ancestors.
This fact belongs to the record of her life; nor will it seem out of
place in this opening chapter to glance at those hereditary influences
under which that life began.
In 1637 WILLIAM FISKE with his elder brother Rev. John Fiske,
emigrated from the County of Suffolk, England, to this country,
settling first in Salem, Massachusetts, and subsequently in the
adjoining town of Wenham. According to the testimony of Cotton
Mather,—who places the name of “Mr. John Fiske” on his list of
“reverend, learned, and holy divines by whose Evangelical ministry
the churches of New England have been illuminated,”—they were
children of pious and worthy parents, yea, of grandparents, and greatgrandparents, eminent for zeal in the true religion.”
1

The branch of the family to which Miss Fiske belonged have generally
omitted the final e from the name. It is retained in this volume because it was
adopted universally by the early settlers in this country; and because Miss
Fiske, during the latter part of her life, returned to the more ancient
orthography, and expressed her decided preference for it.
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William Fiske was a man of intelligence, energy, and Christian
integrity. He took a leading part in public affairs; enjoyed the
confidence and esteem of his townsmen, holding at different times
all the important offices of trust which were at their disposal, being
their Representative to the General Court for six successive years.
From him the subject of this memoir was descended. The intervening
genealogical links were five in number.
WILLIAM FISKE, JR., was the eldest son of the above William; was
born, lived, and died in Wenham. He inherited largely his father’s
abilities and virtues, was deacon of the church, and, like his father
held various offices of public trust and honour, representing his town
for six years in the General Court.
EBENEZER FISKE son of William, Jr., was born in 1679; resided in
Wenham, was deacon of the church, and died at the age of ninety-two.
EBENEZER FISKE, JR., son of Ebenezer, was born at Wenham July 2,
1716. Leaving his early home, he resided in different places, removing
at length to Shelburne in 1761, where he was one of the earliest
settlers. He was a man who had great influence in shaping the civil
and ecclesiastical affairs of this new town. Athletic, resolute, fearless,
and spirited, with a high sense of personal honour and independence,
and of inflexible religious principles, he exerted great influence in
the growing community.
His wife, Dorcas Tyler, of Upton, was a woman well fitted, by her
native good sense, tact, energy, and eminent piety to be the
companion of the sturdy pioneer. Burdened with the cares of a
numerous family, she yet walked with God; and through her daily
life there breathed a serene, cheerful, saintly spirit.
She was accustomed to spend much time in prayer, and frequently
set apart whole days for this purpose. Her last days were days of almost
continuous praying; and the burden of her prayers then was, as it
had previously been, that her posterity might be a godly seed even
to the latest generation. The family traditions of this godly woman
were familiar to Fidelia in her early years, and inspired her with a
profound and tender veneration for her memory.
She makes this touching allusion to her in a letter to a cousin, in
1858:—

