
THE REFORMED EVANGELICAL ANGLICAN

LIBRARY VOLUME 1.2

The Sermons of  George Whitefield
Part 2

Edited and with an introduction by Lee Gatiss



Church Society
Dean Wace House
16 Rosslyn Road

 Watford  WD18 0NY
www.churchsociety.org

 ISBN 978-0-85190-085-8

© 2010

All rights reserved. No part of  this book may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form or by any means – electronic, mechancial,
photocopy, recording, or otherwise – except for brief
quotations for the purpose of  review or comment, without
the prior permission of  the publisher, Church Society.

Printed by

Tentmaker Publications
121 Hartshill Road

Stoke-on-Trent
Staffs. ST4 7LU

www.tentmaker.org.uk



Series Preface

By constitution the Church of  England is a Reformed, Protestant, and
Evangelical denomination. In its original foundation it was never
intended to be merely the religious expression of  changing English
culture; nor was it designed as a pluralistic melting pot of  various
contradictory persuasions. As John Stott rightly asserted in 1970,
‘according to its own formularies, this church is reformed and
evangelical’ (in Christ the Controversialist).

In recent years such firm confidence has been lost, as alternative versions
of  Anglican identity and history have gained sway. Evangelicals have too
often been content to think, act, and be seen as marginal rather than as
mainstream Anglicans. Part of  the reason for this has been a neglect of
the doctrinal deposit and pastoral piety of  our rich heritage of  heroes
amongst Anglican reformers, revivers and writers from years gone by.

It is hoped that this Reformed Evangelical Anglican Library (REAL)
will contribute towards a recovery of  their more robust vision of
Anglican theology and identity. To that end it is hoped, by God’s grace,
that this collection will contain a variety of  theological, homiletical, and
pastoral works from previous generations to both edify and inspire us
as we seek to reform the church and reach the lost in our day.

May God be pleased graciously to continue using us and the Church
of  England for his greater glory, in every corner of  our land and
throughout his world, as we uphold what the Coronation Oath calls
‘the true profession of  the Gospel... the Protestant Reformed Religion.’

LEE GATISS
Series Editor
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31. The Care of  the Soul Urged as the One Thing
Needful *

But one thing is needful. [Luke 10:42]

It was the amiable character of  our blessed Redeemer, that ‘he went
about doing good’. This great motive, which animated all his actions,
brought him to the house of  his friend Lazarus, at Bethany and directed
his behaviour there. Though it was a season of  recess from public
labour, our Lord brought the sentiments and the pious cares of  a
preacher of  righteousness into the parlour of  a friend. And there his
doctrine dropped as the rain and distilled as the dew, on the happy
little circle that were then surrounding him. Mary, the sister of  Lazarus,
with great delight made one amongst them, she seated herself  at the
feet of  Jesus in the posture of  an humble disciple. And we have a great
deal of  reason to believe, that Martha, his other sister, would gladly
have been with her there. But domestic cares pressed hard upon her
and ‘she was cumbered with much serving’, being, perhaps, too
solicitous to prepare a sumptuous entertainment for her heavenly master
and the train that attended him.

Happy are they, who in a crowd of  business do not lose something
of  the spirituality of  their minds and of  the composure and sweetness
of  their tempers. This good woman comes to our Lord with too impatient
a complaint, insinuating some little reflection not only on Mary but on
himself  too. ‘Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to
serve alone? Bid her, therefore, that she help me.’ Our Lord, willing to

* Preached on Kennington Common on May 19th 1739 and published in
Discourses on the Following Subjects (1739).
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take all opportunities of  suggesting useful thoughts, answers her in these
words, of  which the text is a part, ‘Martha, Martha, thou art careful and
troubled about many things but one thing is needful. And Mary has chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.’ Alas, Martha!
The concerns of  the soul are of  so much greater importance than those
of  the body, that I cannot blame your sister on this occasion. I rather
recommend her to your imitation and caution you and all my other friends
to be much on your guard that in the midst of  your worldly cares you do
not lose sight of  what much better deserves your attention.

I shall consider these words, ‘One thing is needful,’ as a kind of
aphorism, or wise and weighty sentence, which dropped from the mouth
of  our blessed Redeemer and is evidently worthy of  our most serious
regard. I shall first consider what we are to understand by ‘The one
thing’ here spoken of. Second, I shall show you what is intended, when
it is said to be the one thing needful. Third, I will show how justly it
may be so represented, or prove that it is, indeed, the one thing needful.
And then conclude with some reflections.

My friends, the words which are now before us, are to this day as
true as they were seventeen hundred years ago. Set your hearts to attend
to them. O that you may, by divine grace, be awakened to hear them
with a due regard and be so impressed with the plain and serious things
which are now to be spoken, as you probably would if  I were speaking
by your dying beds and you had the near and lively view of  eternity!

Care of the soul

First, I am to consider, what we are to understand by the ‘one thing
needful’. Now in a few words, it is the ‘care of  the soul’, opposed, as
you see in the text, to the care, the excessive care of  the body, to which
Martha was gently admonished by our Lord.

This is a general answer and it comprehends a variety of  important
particulars, which is the business of  our ministry often to open to you
at large. The care of  the soul, implies a readiness to hear the words of
Christ, to seat ourselves with Mary at his feet and to receive both the

THE SERMONS OF GEORGE WHITEFIELD – PART 2
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law and the gospel from his mouth. It supposes, that we learn from
this divine teacher the worth of  our souls, their danger and their remedy.
And that we become above all things solicitous about their salvation.
That, heartily repenting of  all our sins and cordially believing the
everlasting gospel, we receive the Lord Jesus Christ for righteousness
and life, resting our souls on the value of  his atonement and the efficacy
of  his grace. It imports, the sincere dedication of  ourselves to the service
of God and a faithful adherence to it, notwithstanding all oppositions
arising from inward corruptions, or outward temptations. And a resolute
perseverance in the way of  gospel dependence, ’till we receive the end
of  our faith in our complete salvation.

This is the ‘one thing needful’, represented indeed in various scriptures
by various names. Sometimes it is called ‘Regeneration’, or ‘the new
creature’, because it is the blessed work of  God’s efficacious grace.
Sometimes the ‘Fear of  God’, and sometimes ‘his love and the keeping
his commandments’ and very frequently in the New Testament it is called
‘faith’, or ‘receiving Christ and believing on him’, which therefore is
represented as the ‘great work of  God’ [John 6:29], the great thing which
God in his glorious gospel requires, as well as by his spirit produces in us.

Each of  these, if  rightly understood and explained, comprehends
all that I have said on this head. On the whole, we may say, that, as the
body is one, though it has many members and the soul is one, though
it has many faculties, so in the present case this real vital religion is
‘one thing’, one sacred principle of  divine life, bringing us to attend to
the care of  our souls, as of  our greatest treasure. It is one thing,
notwithstanding all the variety of  views in which it may be considered
and of  characters under which it may be described.

Why care of the soul is so important

I proceed, secondly, to consider what may be intended in the
representation which is here made of  it, as the ‘one thing needful’.

Now I think it naturally includes these three particulars. It is a matter
of  universal concern, of  the highest importance. And of  so comprehensive

SERMON 31 – LUKE 10:42
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a nature, that everything which is truly worthy of  our regard, may be
considered as included in, or subservient to it. Let me a little illustrate
each of  these particulars.

1. The care of  the soul may be called the ‘one thing needful’, as it is
matter of  universal concern.

Our Lord, you see, speaks of  it as needful in the general. He says
not, for this or that particular person, or for those of  such an age,
station, or circumstance in life but needful for all. And indeed, when
discoursing on such a subject, one might properly introduce it with
those solemn words of  the psalmist, ‘Give ear, all ye people, hear, all
ye inhabitants of  the earth, both high and low, rich and poor, together’
[Psalm 49:1-2]. For it is the concern of  all, from the king that sits upon
the throne, to the servant that grindeth at the mill, or the beggar that
lieth upon the dunghill.

It is needful for us that are ministers, for our own salvation is concerned.
And woe, insupportable woe will be to our souls, if  we think it enough
to recommend it to others and to talk of  it in a warm, or an awe-inspiring
manner in public assemblies, or in our private converse, while it does not
penetrate our hearts, as our own greatest care. Our case will then be like
that of  the Israelitish lord in Samaria, 2 Kings 7:2, who was employed to
distribute the corn when the siege was raised. Though we see it with our
eyes and dispense it with our hands, we shall ourselves die miserably,
without tasting the blessings we impart.

It is needful to all you that are our hearers, without the exception of
one single person. It is needful to you that are rich, though it may on
some accounts be peculiarly difficult for you, even as difficult,
comparatively speaking, as for a ‘Camel to go through the eye of  a
needle’ [Matthew 19:24]. Yet if  it be neglected, you are poor in the
midst of  all your wealth and miserable in all your abundance. A wretch
starving for hunger in a magnificent palace and a rich dress, would be
less the object of  compassion than you

 It is needful for you that are poor though you are distressed with so
many anxious cares, ‘what you shall eat and what you shall drink and
wherewithal you shall be clothed’ [Matthew 6:31]. The nature that makes
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