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A SHORT BACKGROUND

HISTORY OF IRELAND

DURING THE EARLY - MID 1800S

Historical and Political
The religious and political history of Ireland and
England during this period are closely intertwined. The
religious history of Ireland during the 1800s cannot be
understood without reference to political events in
England. The Catholic Emancipation issue, the clamour
in Ireland for the Repeal of the Act of Union, the Irish
Church Act and the increasing tide of Irish emigration
to England all contributed to the religious and political
events in Ireland from 1800-1870.

In the nineteenth century, Ireland and its people
passed through times of devastation, disease, rebellion
and death. The letters of the Earl of Roden show how
a sovereign and merciful God can use every
circumstance to work out his Divine purpose. The Bible
teaches us in Proverbs 16 v 33 “ The lot is cast into the
lap but the whole disposing thereof is the Lord.”

Although times were dark, the Earl’s letters show
how many thousands left the Church of Rome and
turned to Christ. Less than a decade after these letters
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were written, Ulster saw a great outpouring of the
Spirit of God when the great Revival of 1859 took place.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Act
of Union dissolved the Dublin parliament and joined
Britain and Ireland together forming the United
Kingdom. Ireland was now ruled by the parliament at
Westminster. Most ordinary people lived in rural areas
and were unaffected by this change. While this was true
of most of the population there were groups of
Nationalists influenced by both the American and
French Revolutions, who were working towards an
independent Ireland. Many groups were formed to
organise armed rebellions. The first of these took place
in 1798 and was led by Wolfe Tone and the United
Irishmen. Through the rest of the nineteenth century,
many uprisings occurred. However they had little
support from ordinary Irish people and were easily
crushed by the British. However, the Great Famine of
1845-49 was to give these violent rebellious groups a
new and strengthened impetus to fight for ‘freedom’
from the rule of Britain.

There had been many famines in Ireland killing
thousands of people. The famine of 1845 was the most
catastrophic and had long lasting effects which were
used by Nationalist groups to justify their actions
against those opposing Home Rule. When the famine
had run its course in 1849 at least one million people
had died of disease or starvation and around one and
a half million people had abandoned the country. With
most Irish people living in rural areas, the famine
resulted in widespread disaster. Their total dependence
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