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INTRODUCTION TO

NEW EDITION

MANY readers of  history and theology will be unaware of  Stuart
 Robinson (1814-81). This singular fact is lamentable for Robinson

was in many ways a remarkable man who contributed significantly to the
cultural and theological fabric of  American Presbyterianism.  He should
be of  interest to the Scottish church as well because of  his dependence
upon the ecclesiological thought that had matured in the mother Kirk
through the labors of  Melville, Bruce, Rutherford, and Gillespie. His
indebtedness to the stalwarts of  the Scottish church is evident in his much
celebrated ecclesiology, The Church of  God as an Essential Element in the Gospel
and the Idea, Structure and Functions Thereof  (1858), where he references freely
the Church of  Scotland’s First (1560) and Second Book of  Discipline
(1578). Both documents appear in toto in the book’s appendix as well.

While Robinson’s treatment of  ecclesiology exhibits a comprehensive
historical-theological grasp, it is thoroughly biblical-theological in its nature.
The very same commitment to biblical theology that marked The Church
of  God marked his theologizing in general. His commitment to the biblical-
theological enterprise bears much fruit in his Discourses of  Redemption
(Louisville, KY: A. Davidson, 1866 and T&T Clark).  While The Church of
God has gained renewed attention over the past several years and is currently
available to readers (The Committee of  Christian Education of  the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 2009), Discourses has not enjoyed the same
familiarity with ministers, scholars and students. This reprint edition is an
effort to resolve that deficiency.

Stuart Robinson was born among the Scots of  Strabane, County
Tyrone, Ireland, in 1814. As a child he suffered in an accident that left
him with a crippled arm. During Stuart’s infancy his father moved the
Robinson family to Virginia where the precocious youngster eventually
received primary education from the Reverend James M. Brown and the
most notable William Henry Foote. His graduate and post-graduate studies
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took him to Amherst (Massachusetts) College, Union (Virginia) Seminary,
and Princeton (NJ) Seminary. From this solid upbringing he went on to
become a prominent pastor in Virginia, Maryland, and Kentucky and
served for a time as professor with R. J. Breckinridge in the Danville (KY)
Theological Seminary.  He was a churchman, publisher, author, theologian,
and pastor. He died in 1881 after twenty-three years as pastor of  Second
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Kentucky. His body rests united to Christ
in the beautiful Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville.

In 1867, Robinson placed before the American public “specimens” of
his biblical expositions, which considered a logical development of  the
gospel as it unfolded historically. In this brief  description of  his book one
learns that redemption (“the gospel”) was in view as it was progressively
unfolded. In short, Robinson was presenting to the public the Scriptures
as redemptive history, showing sensitivity to the linear-historical nature of
revelation. In the mid–19th century, therefore, we have another American
theologian expounding “the centrality of  redemptive history” just as the
more famous Princeton men. However, where Princeton left off, the scholar-
pastor of  the Southern parts of  the U.S. recognized and applied the
principle of  “periodicity” wherein God unfolded His special revelation
within history and the periods of  history as marked by “successive Berith-
makings,” to use a later description from Geerhardus Vos.

Robinson explained that the mode of  the Bible’s revelation is through
a series of  covenants, each one a larger development of  that which precedes
it. Successive covenants mark the expansion of  revelation as it flows from
the gracious hand of  God. This idea, as noted above, guided Robinson
ten years earlier when he published his work on ecclesiology. Each period
of  revelation is marked by a divine covenant—Adamic pre-lapsarian,
Adamic post-lapsarian, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and
Messianic (New Covenant). During each of  these periods there was a
development and accumulation of  revelatory data regarding what man
was to believe concerning God and what God demanded of  man.

The reader should keep in mind that these expositions were preached
to growing congregations in order to display the organic unity of  Holy
Scriptures and the center of  theology—redemption through the Seed
promise. Robinson’s rationalization of  these expositions should excite every
pastor-teacher:  “Having, through a ministry of  twenty years, to
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congregations variously composed, in four different cities, been
accustomed, in pursuance of  the latter theory of  preaching, to appropriate
one of  the public services of  the Sabbath to showing the people how to
read the scriptures, and to follow the development of  the one great central
thought of  the Book through the successive eras of  revelation—the author
can testify from practical experience that the people need no other
attraction to draw them to the house of  God than a simple, rational and
practical  exposition and illustration of  the Bible. And he who may once
attract them by such teaching will find no occasion for devising sermons
on special subjects, or any other theatrical devices to draw men to the
sanctuary,” (Discourses, iv).

Robinson’s intriguing and fruitful life has been treated by Preston
Graham in A Kingdom Not of  This World (Mercer University, 2002), a
competent place to learn of  his life.  In Discourses of  Redemption one learns
of  redemption and life in union with Christ—a book for every Christian’s
life. This book cannot be commended too highly.

C. N. Willborn
Edisto Island, South Carolina
May 2011

INTRODUCTION TO NEW EDITION



PREFACE

THAT the noble conception of  British and American Christians, half
a century since, of  the Bible, “the religion of  Protestants,” in every

household has produced its fruits, is evinced in the general Bible
Renaissance of  our age—as seen in the elaborate Biblical disquisitions
of  infidelity itself; in the multiplication of  learned critical helps for the
expositions of  scripture; and, more than all, in the almost innumerable
issues of  expositions and illustrations of  scripture to meet the general
demand for such knowledge among the people.

However we may account for the fact, this Renaissance has not yet
manifested itself  in an equal degree in the pulpit—that divinely
appointed agency for the special and authoritative teaching of  the Word
of  God to the people. With the exception of  perhaps a slight increase
of  the expository lecture, the prevailing method of  preaching is still
that of  theological disquisition, ethical essay, rhetorical, persuasive or
emotional appeal—founded upon a shred of  the Sacred Text chosen
as a motto, or, at best, as suggesting simply the theological topic of  the
occasion. Whereas the true theory of  preaching as gathered from the
scriptures, manifestly assumes its purpose to be the showing of  the
people how to read the Word of  God; and leading them to feel that
“this day is the scripture fulfilled in their ears,” and that these are the
words of  a Jesus who not only spake by holy men of  old, but who is now
speaking with living utterance to the men of  this generation.

Having, through a ministry of  twenty years, to congregations
variously composed, in four different cities, been accustomed, in
pursuance of  the latter theory of  preaching, to appropriate one of  the
public services of  the Sabbath to showing the people how to read the
scriptures, and to follow the development of  the one great central
thought of  the Book through the successive eras of  revelation—the
author can testify from practical experience that the people need no
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other attraction to draw them to the house of  God than a simple,
rational and practical exposition and illustration of  the Bible. And he
who may once attract them by such teaching will find no occasion for
devising sermons on special subjects, or any other theatrical devices to
draw men to the sanctuary. The author’s first experiment was in a
congregation composed largely of  the professional and public men that
gather in the capital of  a state; his last experiment in a city of  colleges
and in a congregation composed in large measure of  professional men
and students in every stage of  professional education; in two intervening
experiments in commercial cities among business men. And his
experience is, that with all classes alike the preaching which aims most
directly at making the scriptures a living message from God to men,
translating them into the current forms of  thought and speech, is more
permanently attractive than any other. Perhaps the most encouraging
assurance he ever received that his labours were profitable to hearers,
was in a recent testimony from the Students of  Arts, Law, Medicine
and Theology in the various institutions of  learning in Toronto, which
specially and very intelligently pointed out the benefits which they
considered themselves to have received from the exposition of  the gospel
in the order of  the successive revelations, under the several covenants
in the history of  redemption.

The present volume is the result of  an attempt to give permanent
form, so far as oral instruction can be transferred to the printed page,
to such outline specimens of  the author’s Biblical Expositions in the
several sections of  the inspired Word as might be most suggestive to
younger preachers in their attempts to develop the various parts of
Scripture to the comprehension of  the people, and at the same time
be instructive to Christians, and inquirers, and other earnest persons
troubled with doubts touching the inspiration or the doctrines of  the
Bible. From the titles of  the several sections, it will be seen that this is
not a collection of  miscellaneous discourses, but a logical development
of  the gospel in the order of  its communication. And from the titles of
the several discourses under each section it will be seen that the general
aim is to discuss some of  the more germinal points of  each revelation.

DISCOURSES OF REDEMPTION



11

Want of  space for the full execution of  his plan has compelled the
author to omit several subjects embraced in the programme originally,
and has suggested the purpose, if  the present effort is acceptable to
the public, to prepare a second series of  “Discourses of  Redemption,”
filling up more completely this outline, while yet constituting a volume
complete in itself, devoted more especially to the great cardinal truths
developed in the symbols of  the Protestant Reformation.

Of  course students and others accustomed to more exact forms of
presenting religious truth will not expect to find in this volume the
precise and scientific style of  discussion of  the systems of  divinity; nor
must literary critics look for the carefulness and finish of  the religious
essay where the author is aiming to transfer spoken language, in its
popular forms, to the printed page. It is hoped, however, that students
will find many valuable suggestive hints; and that earnest-minded
persons—whether Christian believers, or inquirers after the way of
salvation, or those harassed and tempted by sceptical doubts—may
find these discourses of  some advantage to them.

In the Appendix, the author has discussed two or three points having
a direct relation to the subjects of  the discourses—especially the place
of  the Church in the scheme of  Redemption, its ordinances of  public
worship, and its relation to the Civil Government—in a more elaborate
manner than suited the style and limits of  a sermon. The conviction
grows upon him daily, that the questions there discussed have a far
higher importance in the Gospel system than that hitherto attached to
them by the Protestant ministry; and that these are destined to be the
great questions of  the next ten years both in the British and American
Churches.

NEW YORK, March 26th, 1866.
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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE.

I.

THE DIVERSITY IN UNITY OF THE REVELATION OF
REDEMPTION.

HEBREWS i. 1, 2.—God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son.

HEBREWS ii. 1, 3.—Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For
if  the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense of  reward; how shall we escape
if  we neglect so great salvation?

IT will be perceived that these two passages, though the opening
 sentences of  different chapters, stand in the close logical relation to

each other of  premise and conclusion; the intervening portion of  the
first chapter being of  the nature of  a parenthesis. The first, by way of
premise, declares the fact that, instead of  speaking once for all in making
his revelation, God spake at “sundry times” through his prophets, and
at last through his Son, “God manifest in the flesh.” Nor that either in
any uniform mode of  utterance, but “in divers manners” through the
successive ages: He spake now through the Theophanies of  the
Patriarchal era, now through the oracles of  the Theocratic era, now
through the inspiration of  the Spirit of  Christ in the prophets of  later
ages, and lastly through Jesus the Incarnate Word.

From these facts as a premise, Rationalism argues to the conclusion
of  the uncertainties and contradictions of  Scripture; and Romanism
to the conclusion of  the need of  excluding the people from the free
perusal thereof, and the need of  an infallible interpreter, through whose
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harmonizing voice only the speech of  God shall he spoken to the
people. But, you will observe, the Apostle, from the same premise,
reasons to a precisely opposite conclusion from both, viz., the increased
responsibility of  those who have the benefit of  all these varieties of
the revelations of  God, and the inevitable doom of  those who now
neglect such advantage.

The purpose of  the present discourse will be to fix your attention upon:
First.—The significance of  the facts of  the Apostle’s premise—the

“sundry times and divers manners” of  revelation.
Second.—The significance of  the Apostle’s reasoning and conclusion

from this premise.
I. The fact here set forth, of  God’s revelation to men through

successive and diversified developments of  his scheme of  Redemption,
furnishes a most important key to the interpretation of  the Scriptures.
For their peculiar form and structure arises chiefly from this, that,
instead of  a single utterance, in systematic and scientific form, God
chose to speak “at sundry times and in divers manners,” gradually
developing more and more clearly a scheme of  salvation, which was
perfect from the first.

It is the fundamental blunder, alike of  the sceptics and of  the
philosophic theologians, to assume that, if  God speak to man, his
perfections require the utterance to be exclusively in the terms of  a
scientific theology. Had he gathered the more intelligent of  the race
around some Horeb summit, and thence communicated his attributes
and purposes, in the style of  a “Code Napoleon,” or of  scientific papers
before the Paris Academy, or the Royal Society of  London, then would
the communication, they think, have had an exactness and a certitude
more worthy a Divine Author; and then would no room have been left
for disputes and diversities of  opinion in religion.

Now it might be a sufficient answer to all such suggestions—What
if  God hath chosen to reveal himself  in his Word as in his Works?
What if  in Revelation, as in Nature, he hath chosen to scatter his truths
broadcast, leaving men to gather them with laborious care, and arrange
them in their scientific systems? But a little reflection must make it
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plain that it was for reasons in the essential nature of  the case, that he
spake thus at “sundry times,” connecting his revelation with the
progressive history of  humanity through all its varying developments.

What man needed was not merely a revelation concerning the
mysteries of  God, but concerning the mysteries of  his own nature as
well; and the paradoxes of  which his soul is full. Man needed a revelation
which should become the articulate voice of  these mysterious instincts
of  his spiritual nature. How could such a revelation be made in any other
conceivable method so well as by this of  connecting it with, and
developing it through, the ever varying history of  humanity, under the
leadings of  his Providence, through all its phases and civilizations?

Accordingly, you find this revelation a record, not merely of  the
utterances of  God speaking from heaven to men, but of  the utterances,
also, of  the human soul answering back from earth to the voice of  God.
That answer is now in cries of  mysterious terror, now in shouts of  defiant
impenitency, now in penitential wailings, now in the joyous cries of
childlike faith and trust. The Bible is not a Divine monologue; it is an
amazing dialogue of  the ages, between earth and heaven. The gospel which
it reveals is not a mere melody of  “Peace on earth” sung by angel voices;
it is the strain of  a mighty orchestra rather. Notes from the stricken chords
of  the heart of  God lead the strain, and notes from all the stricken chords
of  the human soul answer back in responsive chorus.

As already suggested, the Bible method consists in the development
more and more fully, through the successive “sundry times” of
humanity, of  a scheme of  salvation which was perfect from the first,
though revealed only in germ. Men build their systems of  knowledge
as they build their houses; beam is laid upon beam; nor does the
structure really exist, as a structure, until the last fragment has been
adjusted to its place. Hence their proneness to regard a theology as
imperfect, which is not thus artificially systemized. But when God
constructs a theology, he builds, just as he builds the oak of  the forest,
or the cedar of  Lebanon, by the continual development of  a germ,
perfect from the first, through the successive “sundry times” of  the
humanity with whose origin the development began.
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As the oak, perfect and entire, is in the acorn that buries itself  in
the soil, and expands and extends an ever perfect life till it becomes
the gigantic monarch of  the forest; so the entire gospel of  redemption
was in that germinal promise concerning “the seed of  the woman”
which, buried in the clods of  a wasted Eden, shot forth its life parallel
with the growth of  humanity. Now it appears as the tender twig of
promise to Enoch and Noah; now the vigorous sapling to the faith of
Abraham; now the refreshing shade tree leafing out in the gorgeous
ritual of  Moses; now the well-known pilot’s signal tree that guides the
course of  David and Isaiah; now putting forth its blossom of  plenteous
promise in the Gospel of  John the Baptist; and now bearing the rich
harvest of  ripe fruit in the preaching of  the Apostles under “the
ministration of  the Spirit.” Thus through all the ages, and in all the
divers manners of  its communication, it is one and the same Gospel,
embodying the same great truths in its various stages of  development.

To the cant of  Rationalism concerning the narrower, less
enlightened and legendary system of  religion which preceded the
Christian gospel, our response is, therefore, Christianity had no
predecessor. In a sense that the English deist Tindal never conceived
of, “Christianity is old as Creation.” The Bible is the history and
development of  Christianity, and nothing else. It is “the Gospel
according to” Moses and David, Isaiah and Daniel, just as truly as it is
the Gospel according to Matthew and Mark and Luke and John. And
this is manifest from the unity of  idea that underlies all “the divers
manners” of  the revelation. For of  all the books in the world, the Bible
is emphatically the “book of  one idea.” That idea is the grand enterprise
of  “the seed of  the woman” in conflict with the Serpent and his seed,
gathering his elect body, the Bride of  the Lamb, out of  all the successive
ages. It is this Redeemer, Jehovah Jesus, who, assuming transiently the
shadowy form of  humanity, speaks with Adam and Abraham, and
Jacob and Joshua. It is Jehovah Jesus who sits between the Cherubim
as the Theocratic king of  Israel. It is “the spirit of  Christ in them”
that utters through the prophets “the sufferings of  Christ and the glory
which should follow.” In these cases, just as truly is it the record of

DISCOURSES OF REDEMPTION


