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Saint Patrick is known all over the world as the patron saint of
Ireland. Although he lived as long ago as the fifth century, the story
of his life has never been forgotten. He was brought to Ireland at
the age of sixteen to work as a slave tending herds on the side of a
mountain. Later he returned as a bishop in charge of a mission to
preach the Gospel. Every year on 17th March, the Irish celebrate
his feast and give thanks to God for the faith which he brought them.

We warm easily to Patrick because he is a flesh-and-blood saint with
a rich and interesting personality. He tells us about himself in two
documents which he wrote at different times of crisis in his life. The
first of these was a vigorous letter of protest to the soldiers of a British
prince Coroticus who had killed some of Patrick’s converts and sold
others into slavery. Near the end of his life he wrote his Confession, a
much longer statement which was a reply to general allegations made
against him by his fellow-clergy that he had not conducted his
mission in a proper manner.

In Patrick’s own writings, even in translation, we get very close to a
man who did his utmost to live by the beliefs he preached to others.
For him, to be a Christian was to allow Christ to give direction to
his whole life.
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