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AT the Irish Conference in 1790, Messrs. Charles Boon, James Lyons, jun.,
and Andrew Hamilton, jun., were appointed to Bandon, but at the subsequent
meeting in England, a change was made, Messrs. William West and John
Woodrow being sent with Mr. Hamilton. On this circuit Miss Cambridge had
been for years actively engaged in work for Christ; but now her sphere of
Christian usefulness was greatly enlarged by holding in various parts of the
town meetings at which she prayed and occasionally exhorted. These were
so much owned of God, that she was invited to Kinsale, Youghal, Cappoquin,
and other places, where similar services were held. In many instances the
Divine blessing attended her efforts, and large numbers were led to renounce
their evil ways, and flee for refuge to the hope set before them in the Gospel.
Opposition, however, soon arose, not alone from an ungodly world, but also
from Christian friends. Many of the Methodists, including some of the
preachers, pronounced her public addresses irregular, and such as ought not
to be tolerated in the Christian Church. She therefore wrote to Mr. Wesley
for his advice, and received the following reply, written a little more than a
month previous to his death:

“I received your letter an hour ago. I thank you for writing so largely
and so freely; do so always to me as your friend, as one that loves you well.
Mr. Blair has the glory of God at heart, and so have his fellow-labourers.
Give them all honour, and obey them in all things, as far as conscience
permits. But it will not permit you to be silent when God commands you to
speak; yet I would have you give as little offence as possible; and therefore
I would advise you not to speak at any place where a preacher is speaking
near you at the same time, lest you should draw away his hearers. Also avoid
the first appearance of pride or magnifying yourself. If you want books, or
anything, let me know; I have your happiness much at heart.”

This letter greatly encouraged Miss Cambridge, and the prudent advice
which it contained she carefully followed to the end of life. But even it would
have failed to sustain her in the position she took had she not possessed the
deep conviction of a Divine call, confirmed by numerous seals to her ministry,
so that she could not dare to act otherwise.
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In appearance Miss Cambridge was remarkably neat and plain, resembling
in this respect members of the Society of Friends. In social intercourse, she
assumed none of that superiority to which her talents and usefulness might
have entitled her, but was ever willing to sit at the feet of any, through whom
she might obtain an increase of knowledge or grace. Her conversation was
marked by cheerful gravity, and a strict observance of the apostolic precept:
“Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know
how ye ought to answer every man.” She abhorred that bane of social life,
evil speaking, while it was to her a source of special satisfaction to be able
to reconcile those who had become estranged. Her favourite theme was the
goodness of God, which she gratefully acknowledged, urging on others to
“taste and see that the Lord is gracious.” She possessed some of the most
essential requisites for public speaking. Her accent was pleasing, her
enunciation clear and distinct, and her manner free from affectation and
dogmatism.

“She was humble, kind, forgiving, meek,
  Easy to be entreated, gracious, mild;
  And, with all patience and affection, taught,
  Rebuked, persuaded solaced, counsell’d, warn’d
  In fervent style and manner. All
  Saw in her face contentment, in her life
  The path to glory and perpetual joy.”

Nor did she neglect carefully to water the good seed thus sown in the
hearts of her hearers. When she had the opportunity of personal intercourse,
she directed their steps, and watched over their progress in the Divine life;
and with many of them, when removed to a distance, she maintained a
correspondence which proved most profitable.

Meanwhile in Dublin, Adam Clarke was passing through severe affliction.
After a protracted sickness his eldest child was taken home to the Eden above,
while he himself became dangerously ill - in fact it was reported in England
that he was dead, and one of the itinerants actually preached his funeral sermon!
To Mrs. Clarke, on January the 18th, Wesley wrote as follows:- “I hope before
this time God has heard our prayers, and given brother Clarke a little more
ease. I should suspect a dropsy on the brain, which though formerly judged
incurable, has lately been cured by the successful treatment of Dr. W. Brother
Clarke and you have large proof that whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth He
knoweth the way wherein you go. When you have been tried you shall come
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