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PUBLISHER'S  FOREWORD

It is now over one hundred years since C. H. Crookshank wrote his three-
volume “History of Methodism in Ireland”. For many years it has been difficult
to obtain yet treasured by those who knew its worth and were blessed to possess
a set. Far from being a dry denominational history, it is written with a peculiar
unction and evident love for the Lord’s work. The account begins in 1747,
which was the year of John Wesley’s first of twenty-one visits to Ireland.
Crookshank follows the progress of the early pioneers introducing us to men
such as Thomas Walsh of Limerick, Galway’s Gideon Ouseley, and Charles
Graham, the “Apostle of Kerry”. Along with accounts of their open-air
preaching and the opposition they received, are stories of the conversions that
resulted. One reads of Walsh entering Roscrea to preach only to be confronted
with a crowd of 80 men armed with clubs intent on stopping him preaching, of
riots in Cork, and of John Feely pleading tenderly in Irish the cause of Christ
to a crowd in Clonmel about to attack the visiting preachers; but also of
unprecedented blessing when, for instance, in a six-week period in 1819, “little
less than 800 souls were converted” in the south of the country. Interesting
side-lights are thrown on current events such as the rebellion of 1798 and the
potato famine in the middle of the 19th century. The account closes with the
great revival in 1859.

The value of Crookshank’s work is not merely the record it gives of an
exciting time in Irish church history when the evangelical cause saw great
advances, but in its ability to inspire and warm the heart. It is the hope of the
publisher that a new generation of Irish Christians will catch the vision and
wish to follow in the footsteps of those who pioneered so effectively.

It is appropriate that Crookshank’s work should be the first major work to
be reprinted by Tentmaker Publications as the aim of this new publishing
house is to support pioneer evangelism in the Irish Republic. The past two
decades have seen much missionary activity by evangelical groups resulting
in numerous new churches and fellowships. Much remains to be done, but
increasingly the need is for Irish nationals to be supported in church and
evangelistic work. It was with this in mind that a means of generating support,
and yet meeting an evident need in providing a publishing house for the
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emerging evangelical churches in Ireland, was conceived. Tentmaker
Publications is committed to publishing quality books and booklets and all
profits go to support full-time Christian workers in the Republic of Ireland.

These volumes have been produced using modem technology to scan in
the original onto a computer and then re-typeset the work thus improving
quality. By the use of modem photocopiers it has been possible to produce
very small print-runs and thus re-print a work that otherwise would probably
never have been re-printed. It is hoped that the quality of the final product is
acceptable, though the method of production means that the quality cannot be
guaranteed in the same way as from a normal printer.

At the end of the original volume 1, Crookshank included a verse which is
reprinted at the end of the set. The third and fourth lines are:

“And if, as I believe, thy vein be good,
The World will find thee after many days.”

I trust a new generation will rejoice with me that this gem is once more available
and rescued from obscurity.

Phil Roberts
Clonmel
May 1994.

Since this was written the boxed sets of six paperbacks produced in 1994
have all been sold and the decision has been made to reprint the work as three
hardbacks, an option that was not thought possible ten years ago. The page
layout has remained the same as the paperback set but the previous volumes
2, 3, 4 and 6 have had their pages renumbered. Further details are given in the
index at the end of the current volume 3.
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ORIGINAL  PREFACE

FOR a long time many have felt deeply the needs be for a detailed and
reliable history of Methodism in Ireland.  The interest and importance of the
subject give it a claim on special consideration: and Christian people require
to be informed about it in order to see the strong claim that Irish Methodism
has on their practical sympathy.  The only work published on this subject -
that by the Rev. William Smith - is fragmentary and exceedingly meagre;
while the interesting and valuable histories of Dr. Smith and Dr. Stevens,
embracing Methodism generally, afford little space comparatively, to a small
country like Ireland, however important may be the work effected here.  Rich
and ample materials for such a history have been available and accumulating,
not only in the biographies and journals of those who lived and laboured in
this country, and in the Methodist Magazines, but also, and especially in the
Irish Evangelist and Irish Christian Advocate, which have rendered invaluable
service by rescuing from oblivion numerous incidents in connection with the
work of Methodism in Ireland.  These various sources of information have
been freely used, many unpublished MSS. examined, and the results carefully
compared.  Neither labour nor expense has been spared in order to secure in
every respect, as far as possible, full and accurate details; and all unnecessary
comments and reflections have been rigorously avoided, so as to leave the
simple facts to speak for themselves.  The continuation of this work will
depend on the support which it receives.  A Second Volume, bringing the
history down to the close of 1819, is ready for the press, and will appear
(D.V.) when this book obtains a sufficient sale to defray its publication.
Grateful acknowledgements are due and expressed for assistance kindly
rendered by the Rev. Dr. Osborn, by ministers and lay friends of various
Evangelical Churches, and especially by one who carefully and lovingly
revised the manuscript, but whose hand has lost its cunning.

C. H. C.

METHODIST MANSE, ANTRIM,
March 3rd, 1885.
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