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To

My Wife

Choice companion, best friend, kind and wise helpmate,

and to our Family and Grandchildren

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

(Jer. 6:16)





FOREWORD

I consider it a great honour to be asked by my good friend, the Rev.
Hugh Ferrier, to write a foreword for his excellent book. My first
ministerial charge was Partick Free Church (Crow Road) in Glasgow.
My predecessor there had been Hugh Ferrier. The love that the
congregation had for him was amazing. He had been gone a year when
I arrived but their memory of him was as fresh as ever. I soon discovered
that whatever I did was compared to what he had done. From time to
time people would, in a kindly way, advise me, “Mr. Ferrier used to do
this, or that.” The esteem with which he was held was what he deserved.

Hugh Ferrier was born in Greenock in 1925. He was baptised as a
child by a minister who shared the same name as myself and later served
in Dornoch. He grew up under the ministry of the Rev. G.N.M. Collins
who later became Professor of Church History at the Free Church
College, Edinburgh. Perhaps Mr. Ferrier’s love for Church History can
be traced to these early days under Dr. Collins. The Rev. John M.
Macleod, later to become Church Evangelist, followed Dr. Collins and
was minister when Hugh Ferrier professed faith in 1943. During the
war years Mr. Ferrier served as a Wireless Telegraphist in the Royal Navy.

In 1946 he began studies for the Christian ministry, graduating
with an MA from Edinburgh University and completing the divinity
course at the Free Church College. He was ordained and inducted to
Golspie Free Church in 1952, moved to Knockbain in 1960, to Partick,
Glasgow in 1963 and finally to the Free North, Inverness in 1975. His
colleagues honoured him by electing him as Moderator of the General
Assembly in 1978. He retired from the ministry in 1990 but has
continued to be very active in preaching the Gospel and serving the
Lord, though now over eighty years of age.

History has always been an interest, a hobby or rather a passion of
Hugh Ferrier. After retiring he had more leisure than in the pastoral
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ministry and, having an active mind he has enjoyed studying and
writing these sketches of Scottish Church History. The one quality that
all will remember who have contact with Mr. Ferrier’s ministry is his
warmth, love for the Lord and love for His people. This comes through
clearly in the book. Here is a volume to stir your heart and cause you
to long for God to pour out His Spirit again in mighty power as in
days of old.

In a recent letter to me he said: “When we come within viewing
sight of Jordan and look back we feel so ashamed at how little we have
done for such a gracious Saviour and Master.” These words are typical
of the humility of this faithful servant of God. To him will be granted,
we believe, an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1:11) and to him will be said,
“Well done, good and faithful servant ... enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord” (Matt. 25:32).

William Macleod
February 2006
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PREFACE

Scotland is a small country with a population of about five million. It
is a land of impressive beauty, but of few natural resources to make it
wealthy. Yet, as a nation with a thirst for education, it has produced a
disproportionately large number of people whose excellence in various
fields of knowledge has brought great benefit to the world. However,
what is particularly outstanding about Scotland, is her religious
heritage, though, sadly, few Scots think so today. We owe an
incalculable debt to those who hazarded their lives to bring the gospel
to our shores, and to those who continued to proclaim and defend it
down through the centuries, sometimes at the cost of life or livelihood.

I have written these pages to try to express some of the glories of
God’s grace experienced by Scottish people in the past. I have also
particularized with regard to the Free Church of Scotland, to note
how easily and quickly a church can be diverted from her high and
holy calling as happened in the 19th century. The Free Church was
born in revival, yet within a generation or so, the seeds of doubt and
unbelief were sown in that Church which had been evangelical to the
core, and those seeds have produced a bitter harvest from which the
Church in Scotland has never recovered.

The writer acknowledges that as well as quoting from his sources
he may have unwittingly embodied some of their material in his text.
I wish to thank those members of the Publications Committee of the
Free Church (Continuing) who have read the manuscript and made
helpful suggestions. In particular, I make mention of Mr. Maurice
Grant, who, with meticulous care, went over most of it and made
corrections where necessary. My sincere thanks are also due to the
Rev. David Blunt for his work relevant to the publishing of the book,
and to the printers, Tentmaker Publications.

I am grateful to the Rev. William Macleod, Portree, editor of the
Free Church Witness, for his kind but too generous foreword, and to the
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following friends for their much appreciated help:—Mr. Hamish
MacLean, elder of Trinity Church of Scotland, whom I have known
over many years, for providing me with information about the National
Church Association (including a copy of their publication Reformed
and Evangelical) and the Reformed Fraternal of the Church of Scotland;
the Rev. George MacAskill of Stornoway Associated Presbyterian
Church for giving me details of the work of the late Rev. John W. Ross
whose vision and zeal resulted in the establishment of Blythswood Care;
the Rev. John MacLeod of Duthil-Dores Free Church (Continuing)
for clarifying some details in a particular section of the book; and my
wife and my son Roderick for their unstinting assistance.

Finally, I express my very deep sense of gratitude to Mrs. Janet
Munro for her invaluable work in typing and putting on disk this
material. When I asked if she would do this for me she gladly
consented, and no matter now many corrections, deletions, additions
and amendments to the text, Mrs. Munro never once complained,
but cheerfully made the necessary alterations. Her husband took a
great interest in the matter, and it was a deep sorrow when he became
ill, and then passed away in October 2005. His wife might well have
asked to be excused from doing more, but she completed the task. I
do thank her most sincerely for the painstaking and meticulous work
which she has done for me so willingly and freely.

I accept responsibility for whatever mistakes may be in the text.
Some may find certain views, such as the place and demeanour of

women in the Church, to be unnecessarily controversial. But to have
shied away from this subject would not have been faithful to the Word
of God. The details regarding order in the Church which Christ Jesus,
her head, gave to Paul and other apostles, are as relevant for our day
as they were for Paul’s. Christ our Lord never changes and neither
does His Word. He is “the same yesterday, and today and forever,”
(Heb. 13:8) and His Church must never depart from His commands,
nor must it accommodate itself to the passing whims of a world that is
out of step with God and His Truth.

Those who have a burden for the spiritual well-being of our nation
must pray that God would raise up an earnest and sanctified ministry
consisting of men of godliness, prayerfulness and zeal, who will be on
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fire for the glory of Christ and His kingdom, who will “cry aloud and
spare not, but lift up their voice like a trumpet to show people their
transgression and their sins,” and to point them to Christ Jesus the
Saviour, the only hope of sinners (Isa. 58:1).

Hugh Ferrier
April 2006

PREFACE
 





1 REFORMATION COMES TO SCOTLAND

We look briefly at Scotland’s religious history of the past.
Like the rest of Britain, Scotland in pre-Roman times was a pagan

country, and its form of religion was Druidism. Some say that the
standing stones of Stonehenge and Avebury belong to a more ancient
civilisation but most historians identify the stones with the mysterious
Druids. Similar stones are to be found at Callanish in Lewis, at Clava
near Inverness, at Machrie Moor in Arran, as well as in Orkney and
many other places, showing how widespread Druidic influence was.
Little is known of those strange priests who on the one hand were
feared by the people while at the same time they were venerated by
them. As well as being astrologers, magicians, sorcerers, healers, and
judges in personal disputes, they also dabbled in astronomy and were
the philosophers and religious teachers of the day. They believed in a
supreme Deity to whom they offered sacrifices, including human ones,
and their method of sacrifice could be cruel and horrendous as they
sought to read the future from the way the sacrifice died. They taught
people not to fear death, because when life left the present body it
would reappear in another human body, and so they were able to incite
their followers to acts of heroism and valour, especially in times of
war. Druidic beliefs and customs were never committed to writing,
but passed by word of mouth to students who in turn passed on their
knowledge to succeeding generations. There was a frightening savagery
about the Druids.1

After the successful invasion of Britain by the Romans in 43 AD,
the power and influence of the Druids gradually declined. Over the
next 300 years Rome pushed northwards and at one time held territory
from the English Channel to Agricola’s Wall, which was a line of forts
between the Clyde and the Forth. Agricola was a famous Roman
General who advanced further north against the fearsome Caledonians
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or Picts, a warlike, painted people who were greatly feared. He defeated
them in battle at an unknown place called Mons Graupius. Agricola
was recalled to Rome. In 122 another General called Hadrian decided
wisely to withdraw the Roman line of defence and he built a wall,
intersected by forts, between the Solway and the Tyne, which became
known as Hadrian’s Wall, parts of which remain even down to our
own day. Rome brought to our country her customs, laws, and
civilisation, and when the Emperor Constantine converted to
Christianity in 312, it meant that Christianity could now be propagated
freely throughout Roman Britain.

We mention three noted Christian leaders who made an impact
upon religious life in Scotland in those early years. The first is Ninian
who was a British Christian, as well as being a Roman citizen. He
studied at Rome, returned to Britain as a Bishop, then settled at
Whithorn where he laboured from 397 to 431. He was noted for his
energetic evangelism among the people of the Solway area.

The second is Patrick, known as Saint Patrick, who was born of a
Romano-British family which had long been Christian. In 405, at the
age of sixteen, he was captured by Scots pirates and taken to their
home in Scotia in Ireland, and for six years he served in slavery as a
cattleman. Patrick escaped and made his way home. But he could not
settle, and according to Hugh J. Blair, Pope Celestine sent him to the
country of his imprisonment, not to serve as a slave, but as a missionary.
Here Patrick laboured in Ireland from 431 till his death in 461. He
exercised a profound influence over the Scots in Ireland.2

The third Christian leader is Columba, the most influential of the
three as far as Scotland is concerned. Columba was born in Donegal
in 521 of royal parentage. He was early attracted to a religious life,
entered a monastic school, became a deacon, and eventually a
Presbyter. From about 450, Scots who emigrated from Northern
Ireland colonised modern Argyll, and set up an independent Kingdom
known as Dalriada which comprised the whole of Argyll, including
the islands of Arran, Bute, Jura and part of Mull. Columba followed
the colonists and set up his religious centre at Iona, where he built an
Abbey. Probably the site was chosen for security purposes, and here
he and his fellow missionaries set forth to evangelize the Irish Scots
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