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A NEW INTRODUCTION

In 1868, a magisterial work on ecclesiology was first
published in Scotland under the title of The Church of
Christ. This two volume opus was the mature labor of James
Bannerman (1807-68), a divine of the Free Church of
Scotland and distinguished Professor of Apologetics and
Pastoral Theology in the New College, Edinburgh. Douglas
David Bannerman (1841-1903), the twenty-seven year old
son of the Free College professor, edited his father’s lectures
on ecclesiology and brought them to publication. This effort
was the first fruits of the younger Bannerman’s love and
zeal for Christ’s Church, her polity, and her worship, as he
continued his revered father’s legacy.

Young Douglas Bannerman took his education at
Edinburgh and studied for the ministry under his father at
the Free College. He served his life in pastoral relation with
a number of Free Church congregations including the Free
Church at Dalkeith from 1879 until his death in 1903. The
last three years the Dalkeith congregation and her minister
were part of the United Free Church, a result of the 1900
merger of 1,068 Free Church congregations and 593 United
Presbyterian Church congregations. James Bannerman had
supported union talks throughout the 1860s and it may be
supposed that his son held similar views which led him into
the union church upon her formation in 1900.

Bannerman’s esteem for the Church can be easily seen
in his activism in regard to the worship of the church. He
published a number of articles on worship and polity and,
in 1894, had them published under the title of Worship,
Order and Polity of the Presbyterian Church. In the same
decade, he was involved in the formation of the Public
Worship Association of the Free Church, which aimed to
improve the worship of the church along Scriptural lines as
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exemplified in the best Reformed churches. The result of
the Association’s work was “A New Directory for the Public
Worship of God” (1898).

In 1862, a lecture series was endowed in New College,
Edinburgh in memory of the Free Church scholar and
churchman, William Cunningham. Distinguished presenters
included Robert Smith Candlish, The Fatherhood of God;
James Buchanan, The Doctrine of Justification; James
Walker, The Theology and Theologians of Scotland; and
George Smeaton, The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit. In
recognition of Bannerman’s contributions to the church,
New College invited him to deliver the notable Cunningham
lectures in 1889. His subject was The Scriptural Doctrine
of the Church Historically and Exegetically Considered.

Whereas James Bannerman, the father, had provided the
church with a thorough and systematic treatment of
ecclesiology, The Scriptural Doctrine of Douglas Bannerman
approaches the same loci from two fundamental
perspectives—one historical and one exegetical. His
presentation is, therefore, a marvelous blend of historical
theology and exegetical theology, which provides the church
the infrastructure or foundation for the elder Bannerman’s
systematic expression of ecclesiology. Thus, the father-son
tandem provides the church an excellent three-volume
historical, biblical, and systematic defense and explication
of the doctrine of the Church.

The Scriptural Doctrine follows a redemptive historical
pattern as Bannerman begins with the ecclesiological
covenant with Abraham and the visible church and works
his way through the data to present the organization of
God’s covenant people in the Old Testament along with
their worship and government. He then considers the
continuities and discontinuities of the government and
worship of the church as she transitions from the Old
Testament’s complex, externally-oriented worship, marked
by shadows and types, to the New Testament’s simplicity as
the shadows and types find their “yes” and “amen” in Jesus
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Christ. Even those all too often neglected aspects of
ecclesiology, such as the Lord’s Day, find thoughtful
expression in Bannerman’s treatment. Of course, the
Scotsman offers clear articulation from Scripture of the
King’s mediatorial rule and reign over His spiritual
kingdom, the church, as he provides very competent
discussions of the offices of the church,—elder and deacon—
including their nature and function.

For too long this fine work on Christ’s Church has been
difficult to obtain and so we have had several generations
of ministers oblivious to its existence and weaker for its
absence from their curricula and studies. While the writing
style of the nineteenth century Scotsman may not appeal
to the masses, it should appeal to the serious student of
Scripture for its content. The republication of The Scriptural
Doctrine of the Church Historically and Exegetically
Considered is a good thing for the Church and particularly
for Presbyterians. We commend it heartily. SDG!

C. N. Willborn
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Taylors, South Carolina
January 10, 2004
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