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PREFACE

ALTHOUGH I had frequent opportunities of intercourse and

 considerable correspondence with Dr. Kennedy, yet distance

of place prevented such close and continuous association with him

as would have enabled me to do adequate justice to his memory.

But having been asked to prepare this volume for the press, my

personal affection for him, and admiration of him as a minister of

the Gospel, induced me to attempt it.

The present work, therefore, can only be regarded as a

contribution to a life and labours replete with interest and

importance. But, such as it is, I entertain the belief that it will be

heartily welcomed by not a few.

A. A.

OLRIG, January 1887.
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JOHN KENNEDY, D.D.
CHAPTER I

YOUTH—COLLEGE YEARS—SPIRITUAL CHANGE.

JOHN KENNEDY was born in Killearnan Manse on 15th August
 1819. He was fourth son of Rev. John Kennedy, minister of that

parish. His mother was Jessie Mackenzie, daughter of Kenneth
Mackenzie, Ledbeg, Assynt; lineal descendant of the Mackenzies
of Royston.

The character of Mr. Kennedy, Killearnan, has been fully
portrayed in “The Days of the Fathers in Ross-shire.” We need,
therefore, only to say here that he was a man of eminently saintly
life and a preacher of rare unction, whose labours were much blessed
for the winning of souls to Christ, and for the edifying of the Lord’s
people, many of whom gathered to his ministry from great distances.

John Kennedy’s home environments were very precious. They
did not, however, tell sensibly on his spiritual state at the time he
enjoyed them. But that silent impressions were left is evident from
his after poignant regret at not having improved these privileges
while they lasted. His love and admiration of his father were
singularly strong; feelings which were prompted not merely by the
natural relation, but by the excellence of that father’s character.

He received his early education at the grammar-school of his
native parish, the most conspicuous part of the instruction given
there being the Latin language. That he was an apt scholar appears
in his being able to conjugate a Latin verb at six years of age.

When about seventeen he was sent to Aberdeen University, and
went through the usual Arts course. He does not seem to have
applied himself to his studies at that period with more than a
moderate degree of diligence, nor to have aimed at distinction in
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his classes. But, from his native vigour of mind, he easily obtained
the degree of Master of Arts, and carried off several prizes, both in
books and money.

During one college vacation he made a tour through Scotland,
visiting the large cities of his native land and places of historic
interest. During another vacation he was invited by Mr. Lillingstone
of Lochalsh to pay him a long summer visit. Mr. Lillingstone was
an English gentleman whose Christian character and influence were
widely known, as well as his liberal efforts towards the extension
of Christ’s Kingdom. While residing with him, John Kennedy often
accompanied his host in his yacht, which was supplied with Bibles
and tracts, to be given to the crews of the vessels so frequently
passing along the western coast of Scotland, and in the distribution
of these he took a deep interest. The visitors in that hospitable
mansion were often the excellent of the earth, and association with
them was a lasting benefit. Mr. Lillingstone’s name is not now found
among the landed gentry of Ross-shire, the estate having been sold,
but his memory lives in the district.

Another summer vacation was passed by John Kennedy at
Kishorn, the residence of his uncle, Mr. Alexander Kennedy. It was
then he acquired most of the Gaelic he knew, but he did not consider
himself a proficient in that language, and never studied in it.

He was, however, always adding to his philological lore
wherever he went in the Highlands. Angus Munro, Catechist at
Gairloch, gave him many theological terms which he had coined
for himself. The intercourse between the two was unique. Angus
Munro generally had a number of unsolved mental and spiritual
problems, which he hoped to get solved when he met with
“Maishter Ian.” This led to an admiring friendship on both sides,
for Angus had a most metaphysical mind, and in his retired locality
lived in a region all his own; therefore he was much delighted when
he met with one who could patiently listen to and appreciate his
train of thought, and help him out of his difficulties.

In 1840 Mr. Kennedy entered the Divinity Hall. That he was not
then duly impressed with the importance and responsibility of the
office of the ministry will appear from the following narrative,
furnished by Rev. John Mackay, late of Cullen, who was his fellow-
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student—a narrative which those interested in Dr. Kennedy’s life
will value, as furnishing an account of the time and occasion of that
spiritual change which, while all-important to himself, gave to his
future career that elevation of aim and intensity of purpose which
characterised it.

“It was in the winter of 1840 that I became acquainted with the
late Dr. Kennedy. We were then fellow-students in the Established
Church Theological Hall, Aberdeen. Though occupying separate
rooms, we lodged in the same house in School-Hill, which led to
our frequent intercourse. We generally were companions in our
daily walk from the new to the old town—a walk rendered
necessary by the inconvenient arrangement existing before the
union of Marischal and King’s Colleges, which required attendance
at both; Church history and Biblical criticism being taught in the
one, and systematic theology in the other. In common with many
others, Mr. Kennedy felt that the daily journey in the depth of winter
which that arrangement implied was but barely compensated by
the professorial prelections, which, though undoubtedly able,
sound, and evangelical in the letter, and clear as an icicle, were at
the same time equally cold. They certainly were but little fitted to
stimulate the youthful minds of the students or inspire them with
professional enthusiasm. To me, however, it brought the advantage
of almost daily intercourse with Mr. Kennedy, and afforded me the
best opportunities of becoming acquainted with his character and
sentiments. Though a most instructive and agreeable companion,
as it appeared to me, there was not much in his conversation to
give any special promise of that high-toned personal piety and
power as a preacher by which he afterwards became distinguished.
Indeed, the stage was then believed to possess nearly as great
attractions for him as the pulpit, while the fictions of Walter Scott
occupied fully more of his time than the facts of John Calvin’s
‘Institutes.’

“I am not aware that he ever entered a theatre—at any rate after
his enrolment as a student of Divinity; but his taste for light literature
continued. Apart from this, there was nothing in his character or
conduct outwardly inconsistent with his profession. But to his
intimate acquaintances there appeared a want of that high sense of
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